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The di eld IM the a of Chr Ty f 
and the kingdoms of this world, briefly lated 
from the Scriptures; and applied, to confirm the 
loyalty, and to aſſert the liberty, of Chriſtians. 
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Page 24. Koe penult. For the, read its, 
line 12. For convenanters, read covenanters. 
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Tu, author of the following pages, does not 
1 mean to avail himſelt of the apologies which 


are uſually made and admitted for publications. 


Whatever he might truly ſay concerning his own 


peculiar circumſtances, the defire of friends, and 
other ſuch matters; he yet eſteems it improper to 


offer any apology for publiſhing that which profeſ- 


ſes to be founded on the ſcriptures. Nothing which 


really 1s fo, needs an apology, whatever be the ble- 


miſhes of the author or of the compoſition ; and the 
moſt ſpecious and urgent ones, ought not to pre- 


vent the rejection of that, which | is not what it 18 
feſſes to be. | 


None who are acquainted with bim, need to 


: be informed, that he is Fully perſuaded in his own 


mind of the truck of all he has here written. And 


he cannot help feeling the ſtrougeſt obligation, and 


ſceing the greateſt need, of putting men in mind of it. 
Jeſus Chriſt not only enjoined his apoſtles to 


preach the goſpel to every creature; but to teach 
thoſe who received it, to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever he commanded them. We are ſure that they 
obtained mercy to be faithful in both; and thoſe who 
would follow them, as they followed Chriſt (in 
which way alone men can become their ſucceſſors), 
mult keep back nothing which they have declared 
and judged to be profitable, 'Thoſe perſons, then, 


are greatly deceived, who imagine, that leſs dif- 
ferences are Joit ſight of, (i. e. that fome truths are 


forgotten), as Chriſtians: grow more in love with the 


goſpel and with one another, The reverſe is the truth. 


The goſpel makes men diſciples; and the more pre- 


cious it grows in their eſteem, the more ardent are 
their defires to be taught and to obey, Indeed 
3 none 
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none on obey but thoſe who believe the goſpel, 
count it precious, and keep it in mind. Can 
any walk fo as to pleaſe God, who reckon him 


a har?------Perſons without faith, are without hope 


and love, and without God and Chriſt in the 


world, All their endeavours, then, to ſerve the 
living God, and all attempts to work them up to 
this, while their conſciences are not ſprinkled with 
the blood of Jeſus, are both of them dead works, 
and as fooliſh as they are ſinful. Let not the in- 
tention, then, of the following pages be miſtaken, 
as if they were meant to perſuade the world to be- 
come INDEPENDENTS, or to gather perſons dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins to the obſervance of times and 
forms, as if this bodily exerciſe could profit or quick- 
en them. It was this, among other cauſes, which 
brought ſome doctrines like thoſe which are here 
maintained, into jult difcredit in the laſt century; 
and it is ſtill hard to perſuade people that they are 


fit for any thing but to raiſe and foment faction in 


families and ſtates. When the writer conſiders 
this---when he thinks of the depth of national pre- 
Judices at that time---and when he looks back on 
his own experience, or into his own heart,---he doth 


not wonder that the roots of theſe prejudices have 


lived, and ſpread from that period to this. Nor ſhall 
he be ſurpriſed if it proves impoſſible to extirpate 


them, ſo far as to obtain a patient hearing for any 
thing which hath been called by their name---even 


from thoſe who profeſs to regard theſe precepts, 
„ Prove all things, Hold faſt that which is good.“ 


Such being the ſtate of his mind, he is in ſome de- 


gree prepared for as much miſrepreſentation of the 
following pages as they can well meet with. If they 
are made the means of calling the attention of any, 
to Chriſt's good confeſſion, in whoſe view more 


complete and clearer illuſtrations of it may not have 
come; 
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come; or if they prove inſtrumental in knocking 


off the fetters of others, who have ſeen as much, as 
keeps them in bondage, through the fear of ſeeing 
more; his moſt ſanguine hopes will be anſwered, 
he will be thankful, and rejoice. As for Chriſt's 
people, who have heard his voice, and have been 
led thereby into folds of his own forming, they can 
have little occaſion to peruſe, what moſt of them 
mult be better acquainted with than he, I, among 
the numbers who may diſapprove (should theſe pa- 
ges chance to be read by numbers), there are any 
who do not deſpiſe them ſo much, as to deem them 


_ unworthy of an anſwer, they will pleaſe to appcal 


to the ſcriptures alone, if they think of making one. 


1 muſt in this caſe be the duty of the author, cither 


o reply, or to confeſs his error; ſince this will be 
contending for or confeſſing of the faith, which he 
mult very little value if he avoids either. Relpect 
for the aged eitabliſhments of nations, and for the 


character of individuals, in the former and in the 
Preſent times, together with his own youth and in- 


experience, might have reſtrained (ſome may think) 


the freedom with which he has written. But truth 
knows no reſpect of perſons; and this ought to be 
dearer to him than the character of any one, and 


than his own. Some of thoſe who think ſo, with- 
out heſitation treat the church of Rome as anti- 


chriſtian, notwithſtanding the reſpect they entertain 


for Father Paul, Paſcal, or ſuch great men. And 


why ſhould civility, or alfection, or gratitude, towards 


certain perſons, lead im to ſpeak more favourably 


of their ſituation, than the ſcriptures (as he under- 
ſtands them) do permit ? If the conſtitution and cir- 
cumſtances of the national church have conſider— 
able (though, it may be, an unperceived) influence 
on the temper, ſpirit, and character, of its mini- 
ters“ and members, (as hath been laid, and as 


in- 
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indeed all circumſtances and fituations contrary to 
the will of Chriſt muſt have,) how can affection, 
how can gratitude, be better expreſſed, than by the 
warmeſt condemnation of theſe from the ſcriptures ? 


If he has mixed with this, any of the warmth which 


the ſcriptures condemn ; if he appears to count him- 
ſelf righteous, deſpiſing others, (of freedom from, 
or victory over, temptations to which, he cannot al- 
ways boaſt); he ſhall only ſay, that he i is very will- 


ing his readers ſhould ſpeak evil of every appearance 


of this, as he believes it to be moſt hateful to God. 
Still, however, the truth is the fame, be it impro- 
perly « or ſinfully ſet forth; and thoſe reaſon very er- 
roneouſly, who conceive its own independent evi- 
dence to be affected by the faults of its advocate. 


He doubts not, that many profeſſors of religion 


will think he has employed his time very ill in ta- 


king up this cauſe; thoſe eſpecially who ſpeak very 
unſcripturally of what they call heart-religion, and 


thoſe alio who fear to depend on the teaching of 


God, by his Spirit through his word, unleſs this is 
conveyed to them by the teaching of men. But it 


may be proper for the former to conſider, that tho? 


religion is ſeated in the heart, it neither begins nor 


ends there: No truth of God can move the heart, 


which is not it underſtood and believed; and the 


emotions of the heart can certainly appear, only in 
the life and converſation. Not a few, judge of truth 


and falſehood, of duty and ſin, nay, of the mean- 
ing of words and ſentences, by their impreſſions and 


feelings, (i. e. in fact, by the ſtate of their blood and 
nerves). But the word of God is hereby diveſted 
of all power, ſpirit, and ſenſe, (unleſs when their 


changing frames are pleaſed to give it any); and re- 


duced to the ſtate of a dead letter, or of a ſealed 


book, the names which they commonly beſtow up- 


on it. Here is an end put to all ſearch into the 


ſcrip- 


1 vii 


fcriptures, and to all conviction (except that which 
is wrought by addreſs to their paſſions), as effectual- 
ly, as with thoſe who place undue dependence up- 
on human teaching, and diſtruſt the divine.------It 
may be proper for perſons of thrs deſcription, to con- 
ſider, that no one hath any interpretation of the 
ſcriptures now to produce, which he can call private, 
or excluſively his own. The word of God is its 


own key; and he who is beſt acquainted with, can 


beſt open it. Nothing is ſo much againſt a man in 


the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, as his conſciouſneſs that 
others depend upon him for inſtruction. This can- 
not fail to puff up the moſt humble man upon earth 


with a notion of his own wiſdom ; and to ſhut his 


mind againſt thoſe truths, which are hid from the 


wiſe and prudent, and revealed unto babes.---If we 
believe the power of God, our conſciouſneſs of re- 


maining darkneſs, can no more lead us to deſpair of 
being taught by him, than our conſciouſneſs of ſin 


and guilt, can lead us to deſpair of free falvation, * 
we believe hrs grace, 


He has only to add, that though the ſentiments 


here printed were delivered in the church to which 
he belongs, that yet the form of them is ſomewhat 
altered, and here and there perhaps one is added ; 

neither of which being imparted to them, they are 


not to be blamed for its faults. 


He has perceived many inaccuracies in the 
language and compoſition ſince the ſheets were 
thrown off, and he doubts not that others may per- 


ceive many more; but theſe will not move any to 
reject it, who haye no other reaſons tor doing ſo, 
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Jonx XVIII. 36. © Jeſus anſwered, My kingdom 

e 18 not of this world: F my kingdom were of 
« this world, then would my ſervants fight, that 
&« [ ſhould not be delivered to the Jews ; ; but now. 
&« 1s my kingdom not from hence.” 


T HERE i is none of the carly oracles of God 


more memorable than that ſpoken 25 Jacob 
in the form of a bleſſing on his ſon Judah: „ The 
ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a law- 


„ giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come: 
< unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be (a).“ 
This bleſſing was afterwards enlarged, and more 


particularly defined, in the promiſe to David: © It 
* ſhall come to paſs when thy days are expired, 


„ that I will raiſe up thy ſeed after thee, which 


& ſhall be of thy ſons; and I will eſtabliſh his king- 


„% dom. He ſhall build me an houſe, and Iwill 

« eſtabliſh his throne for ever. 1 will be his fa- 
ther, and he ſhall be my ſon; and I will not take 
« my mercy away from him, as I took it from him 


„that was before thee. But I will ſettle him in 


„ mine houſe and in my kingdom for ever, and his 


<« throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for evermore (b).”? 
Theſe words are the text, as it were, of the follow- 
ing prophets, who did all write of this kingdom of 
the Son of David with increaſing clearneſs. Of 

their prophecies, this teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpi- 
rit.---The people gathered out of all nations, over 
whom the Prince of peace {ways the ſceptre (c), and 
of whom, Moſes, the prophets, John the Baptiſt, 


and Jeſus himſelf in his former miniſtry, had ſpo- 


ken under the name of the kingdom of God, and 


the kingdom of heaven (4) ), are here more fully de- 


ſcribed, 


(a) Gon. 13 8 (3 79 1 Chron. xvit. 10, 14. 
(e) Iſa. ix. 5, 6. (4) Matth. fi. 2. xi. 28. xi. 11. 


E 4 
ſcribed, and diſtinguiſhed from the ⁊worldly (e) king- 


dom ruled by the houſe of David, and from all o- 
ther kingdoms and governments of this earth. For 


this “ good confeſſion'ꝰ doth not merely refer to 


the ſtate of things under the goſpel (in the looſe ac- 
ceptation of theſe words), or to the reward confer- 
red by it, i. e. to the kingdom of glory (as it hath 
been called). He here evidently ſpeaks of the ge- 
neral aſſembly and church of the firſt-born (7) 
---the holy nation---the city of the living God, to 


which we are now come (g). Theſe, whether in 
_earth or in heaven, with all that relates to them 


as ſuch, he here declares not to be of this world. 
Let us then, Brethren, in the 


Firſt place, Conſider the character of Chriſt's 


ſubjects ;---the government, the privileges, and the 
glory of his kingdom ;---the means of its erection, e- 
ſtabliſnment, and defence z---as theſe are the cir- 


cCumſtances wherein the diſtinction between it and 
the kingdom of Iſrael and all in this world | 18 moſt 
conſpicuous. And, in the 


Second place, Let us think what influence the doc- 


trine ought to have on our practice. 


1/2, then, Let us think how the ſcriptures di- 
ſtinguiſh 


(e) The theocracy which was adminiſtered over the Jews 
only, and in a carnal manner, was a kingdom of this world; 


but when transferred to Shiloh, and extended over (the Fee 


deemed from among) all mankind, and adminiſtered in a ſpi- 


| ritual manner, it became a kingdom not of this world. 
| Divine Legat. of Moſes, Vol. IV. p. 263. 4th edition. 


) It is true, this phraſe (the kingdom of God, or of 


Chriſt) is elſewhere uſed to denote particular circumſtances re- 
| lating to this kingdom: Thus it ſignifies the authority which 
Chritt received after his death, ind now. exerciles over them, 
Luke xxiii. 42. ; their future bliſs, Matth. xxv. 34. ; their ſlate 
after the reſurrection, 2 Tim. iv. 1. Rev. xii. 10. But all theſe 
ſenſes grow out of the other as their root, and quite agree 
with it the more uſual one, Mark xi. 10. 1 Cor. xv. 24. Col. 
j. 13. Heb, xi. 28, &c. (2) Heb. xii. 22, 23, 28. 
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ſtinguiſn the kingdom of Chriſt from the kingdom 
of Iſracl and the kingdoms of this world, 1½ the 
charafter of its ſubjects, On this head the words 
of Jeſus are expreſs: © I have manifeſted thy name 
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to the men whom thou gaveſt me out of the 
world: thine they were, and thou gaveſt them 


me; and they have kept thy word. Now they 


have known that all things whatfoever thou haſt. 
given me are of thee: for I have given unto 
them the words which thou halt given me; and 
they have received them, and have known ſure- 
ly that I came out from thee, and they have be- 
lieved that thou didſt fend me, I pray for them: 

I pray not for the world, but for them whom 
thou haſt given me; for they are thine. And all 


mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am 
* glorified in them. And now I am no more in 
„ the world, but theſe are in the world, and I 
CC 
0 


come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that 
they may be one as we are, While I was with 
them in the world, I kept them in thy name: 
thoſe that thou gaveſt me I have kept, and none 


of them is loſt, but the ſon of perdition; that the 


{cripture might be fulfilled. And now come 1 
to thee; and theſe things I ſpeak in the world, 


that they might have my joy fulfilled in them- 
* felves.---I have given them thy word; and the 


„ world hath hated them, becauſe they are not of 


the world, even as I am not of the world, I 


pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take them out of the 
world, but that thou ſhouldeſt keep them from 


the evil. They are not of the world, even as 1 
am not of the world (/). The ſummary of all 


this is: That Chriſt's diſciples, and the ſubjects of 
his kingdom, know the Father as he hath diſcover- 
* 7 BO. Oy 

(%) John xvii, 6,—16. 


1 3 

ed him; are given by the Father to the Son, to be 
redeemed; receive, and are firmly perſuaded of 
the divine authority in Chriſt's words; are the ob- 
jects of his interceſſion ;---are brought into a delight- 
ful and complacent union with one another, reſem- 
bling that between the Father and the Son in the 
One Jehovah ;---are preſerved in this, and in union 
with God, by the words of Jeſus ;---through theſe, 

too, partake of his ineffable joy ;- are hated of the 
reſt of mankind, but kept from all things that are 
eventually evil; and, in ſine, are not of the world, 

cven as Chriſt while | in the fleſh was not of the 
world. 


This is his deſcription to his Father of his people 


who were yet in the world, and of all theſe in the 


world who ſhould hereafter believe. Now furely 
the very oppoſite things are to be ſaid of the reſt 
the world, which he here ſays of them: The world 
know not © the glory of God as it ſhines in the 
face of Jeſus (i).“ „ (4) The natural man re- 


“ ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; net- 


ether can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
& ritually diſcerned.” The world, we ſee, are not 
thoſe for whom Chrilt prays. © He came not to 
« ſend peace on the earth,“ i. e. in the world. His 
coming, on the contrary, as it ſeparates perfons 
from the world, was, and ever will be, the occa- 


ſion of difſenfion and perſecution, both in fami- 
lies and ſtates (I). The joys of worldly men, too, 


with all their forrows, work their death; the peace 
which he confers being among them unknown (vi). 
« They he under the dominion of the evil or 
“ the wicked one; he is their God ():“ And 
their character, in ſhort, is in all reſpects oppoſite 
e . 670 

050 John xvi. 3. xvii. 25. 2 Cor. iv. 4. (#) 2 Cor. ii. 13. 


(/) Luke Xii. 517 53. () 1 Tim. v. 6. 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
| Join xiv. 27. | | | (”) I Jchn v. 19. 
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to that of Jeſus. This is the deſcription which the 
{criptures give us of the majority of perſons, both 
in the kingdom of Iſrael, and in thole of this 
world. Iſrael indeed was a holy nation; peculiar, 

in this reſpect, from all other nations (%): Burt the 
national holineſs of Iſrael was only outward and ty- 

pical (p). They were a holy people, by virtue of 
their deſcent from the ſons of Jacob, and by means 
of their obſervation of the covenant made with them 
in Sinai, But the holineſs of Chriſt's Kingdom is the 
ſubſtance of this. All his fubjects are reaily and in- 
ternally, as well as outwardly, holy (q.) Hence 
the prophets ſpeak of it thus: * (7) Te branch of 
the Lord ſhall be beautiful and glorious: he that 


* 


js left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſa- 


% lem (i. e. the remnant according to the election 
* of grace), ſhall be called holy, even every on: 
„that is written among the living in Jeruſalem,” 

And again: * (5) The vile perſon ſhall zo more be 
“ called liberal, nor the churl ſaid to be bounti- 
„ e 3.6: outward appearances, which fall ſhort 


of proving perſons poſſeſſed of charity (7), thall no 


more mark them, as once, ſubjects of the king- 
dom of God. And again: Awake! awake! O 


« Zion, put on thy ſtrength ; put on thy beau- 


& tiful garments, O Jeruſalem, the holy city: for 


« henceforth there ſhall not paſs through thee the 


“ uncircumciſed and unclean ().“ And again: 
„The days of thy mourning ſhall be ended; thy 


LA) 


6e people allo ſhall be 40 8 (x. Y? Malachi 
too, 

(9) Exod. xix. 5, 6 () See, among others texts, Rom. 
vii. 6. Philip. Iii. 6. (4) 1 Pet. ii. 9. (r) Iſa. iv. 3. 
(5) Iſa. xxxii. 5. This is a plain prophecy of Chriſt; ſee 
verſe I, 2, Ke. (:) See 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2. 


u) Ifa. li. 1. This alſo relates to Chriſt ; ſee verſe 7. 
(x) Ifa. Ix. 20, 21. A prophecy this, fulfilled ſurely in 
both its parts at the ſame tune. The accompliſhment of the 
for- 


E 
too, and all the other prophets, write of the king- 
dom of Chriſt in perfect harmony with Ifaiah : See 


his 1119 chapter, ver. 18. © Then ſhall ye return and 


& diſcern between the righteous and the wicked, 

% between him that ſerveth God, and him that 
6 ſerveth him not. For behold, the day cometh 
e that ſhall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, 
all that do wickedly, {hall be ſtubble: and the day 
«© cometh that ſhall burn them up ;*? (the day, i. e. 
of the diſſolution of that peculiar relation which ſub- 
ſiſted between Jehovah and Iſrael after the fleſh, of 
which the deſtruction of their city and temple by the 


* 


Cc 


LA 


Romans was the declaration and effect:) © it ſhall 


leave them neither root nor branch.“ But 
* unto you that fear my name ſhall the Sun of 
«© righteouſneſs ariſe with healing in his wings,” 


Sic. The words of God in the New Teſta- 


ment illuſtrate theſe darker ſayings of the Old. 


Thus we ſce how the forerunner of the kingdom of 


_ Chriſt declared the diſtinction between its ſubjects 


and thoſe of Iiracl, For when he ſaw many of the 
Phariſees and Sadducees coming to his baptiſm, he 
faid ()), © O generation of vipers, who hath warn 
« ed you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring 


0 


* 


forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. And 
* think not to ſay within yourſelves, We have A- 
braham to our father: for I ſay unto you, God 
is able of theſe {tones to raiſe up children unto 
Abraham. And now alſo the ax is laid unto the 
e root of the trees,” (of thoſe that grew in the 
vineyard of God, of whom his former corrections, 


n 


by captivities, &'c. might be compared to prun- 
ing; unlike the preſent, which was a ſtroke at the 


root, intended to tear them out of the holy land 


altogether.) * Therefore every tree that bringeth 
ee not 


former we ſee from comparing verſe 2, 3. of next chapter with 


Luke i w. 18. 4 „) Matth. iii. TESTS: 
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ce not forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt into. 
<« the fire: i. e. is not merely condemned to the 
everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels; but is preſently rejected from that former re- 
lation in which they ſtood to the Lord, and given 
up to the conſumption which waſtes the whole 
nation. For he who cometh after me, who is 
«© mightier than Ip hath his fan in his hand; and 


he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 


« his wheat into his garner': but he will burn up 
6 the chaff with unquenchable fire &. The chil- 
dren of God and of this world were mixed toge- 


ther in Iſrael, as wheat and chaff before they are 
winnowed. Chriſt is here ſaid to have made a ſe- 


paration between them, not merely as he ſhall do 


Jo by his ſecond coming, but as he did by his firſt 


coming in the fleſh: He then raiſed a kingdom ot 
thoſe whom he had choſen, both Jews and Gen- 


tiles, all of whom were inwardly ſubject to his au- 


thority ; 2 and he rejected the Jews as a nation for 


ever. This was according to his own faying to his 


diſciples, when they told him that the Phariſees were 
oftended with his condemnation of their outward 


and ſelf-righteous religion (2): © Every plant (faid 


«© he) which my heavenly Father hath not planted, 
„ ſhall be rooted up.” And in his Jaſt diſcourſe to 


| his diſciples, deſcribing the effects of his death, as 


though they had been then accompliſhed, he ſpoke 


to the ſame purpoſe: * I am the true vine (a),“ 


Tin diſtinction from Abraham, who was, as it were, 
the root from which lfrael ſprung, and through 
whom the fatneſs and ſap of the vine brought out 
of Egypt flowed (6): ]“ My Fader is the huſband- 


5 man: 


* This ſort of language in the New Teſtament, is all, I ſup- 
poſe, to be conſidered as the accompliſhment of the words by 
Moſes. Compare Deut. xxxii. 21, 22. with Rom. xi. 14. 

(=) Luke xvii. 2. (a) John xv. 1. (5) Rom. xi. 17. 


. 


E 4 
ee man: Every branch in me dor rather, every 
« branch that beareth not fruit in me (c), (i. e. that 


& kind of fruit produced by connection and union 


« with Jeſus), he taketh away: (Language this 
which Paul ſeems to take up and apply to the fame 
thing, Rom. xi. 17, 19, 21, &c.) Such then is 
the diſtiaction between the ſubjects of the kingdom 


of Chriſt, and the kingdoms of“ Ifrael and of this 


world, according to the doctrine of the prophets, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles. 

They indeed write at large of the kingdom of Jeſus 
in the fame manner after it was actually formed thro? 


their word. They deſcribe it by names, privileges, 


and characters, which do not belong, nay, are op- 
poſite to theſe which belong, to the kingdoms of 


this world (d). They write to every particular 


congregation or iris, and of them, as conſiſting 


of theſe, all of whom without exception they judged 
to be the children of God, choſen, redeemed, call- 


cd, and ſeparated from the world (e.) They re- 
mind every one of them, that they owed to each 
other that eſpecial love which they do not owe to 


the world, whom yet they love (/.) This judge- 


ment, too, which they expreſs concerning them, 1s 
not that which has got the name of a judoment of 


charity, (i. e. a judgment without evidence, or ot- 
ten againſt it): the judgment of the apoſtles was 


not merely founded on their wiſhes or hopes, but 
upon ſuch evidence as is deemed ſuſſicient among 


men | 


(e) See, too, John? s account of the way that ſubjects 1 were 
born unto God even under the law, i. 10,—14.; and the new 
and heavenly birth by which men enter into the kingdom of 
God, in Chriſt's diſcourſe with Nicodemus, iii. 1.—6. 

(d) Acts xx. 28. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. Epheſ. ii. 22, 1 Pet. 


v. 15. and many other places. (e) Sec addreſſes of tlie 


epiſtles to the churches, ( f) Rom. Xii. 10. 2 Cor. ii. 8. 
Epheſ. v. 2, Phil. ii. 2. Col. i. 4. 1 Theff, iv. 9. 2 Theſſ. 


i. 3 &c. 
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men in matters of the ſame kind (g). Neither are 
we to conceive that their idea, when they thus 
judged, and wrote, of the churches which compo- 
ſed his kingdom, was merely this, That they con- 
ſiſted of ſuch ſort of perſons as are now termed vi- 
ſible ſaints, or Chriſtians ;---1, e, (it you will in- 
dulge the expreſſion) ſaints of a difterent and infe- 
rior kind from thoſe whom God hath made and 
eſteems ſuch. None, it is evident, were Chriſtians 
in the ſight or opinion of the apoſtles, whom they 
were not bound to think, and did not think, Chri- 
ſtians in God's ſight (Y). It; is true, perſons: “ crept 
in among them umaewares,” i. e. under the maſk of 


Chriſtianity; and there were men in the world, as 


there are ſtill, under the form of godlineſs, but 


« denying the power thereof,” who were ſuppoſed 


to be connected with them. But whenever the 
former were detected, the command was, Put 


away from among yourſelves ſuch wicked per- 
£ ſons (7);” and with regard to the latter, the 


command was no leſs plain, * From ſuch withdraw 


„ yourſelves (). Thus then were the churches | 


of Chriſt diſtinguiſhed from the world: Thus is his 
kingdom diſtin& from its kingdoms, whatever 
ſhape theſe happen to take of infidelity or ſuperſti- : 
tion. But, 

24h, Another diſtin&tion between theſe, accord- 
ing to the ſcriptures, lies in their government and 
laws. He by whoſe: name a Kingdom is denoted 


is its King: Jeſus Chriſt, then, is the only ſovereign 
and head of this one; and thus is it diſtinguiſhed 


from all other kingdoms whatever. It is true, Je- 


ſus, who is the true God, is infinitely ſuperior as 
buch to all their kings; and as man, wer « all 


R power 


Py ) 1 Theſ. i i. 8 : Philip. i. PIs = Heb. vi. 9, 10. 
3] 06 &c. (J). Sce 1 Cor. vi. 1, 2,3. 4. (i) 1 Cor. 
N... (60) 2 Tim. iii. 5, &c. 
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power is given him in heaven and in earth:“ 
Bur ſtill, every earthly ſtate, whoſe “ kings rule by 
« him,” is, in this reſpect, ſufficiently diſtinguiſh- 
ed from his, where he reigns alone and without a 
deputy (/); guiding it by his own moſt © perfect law 
e of liberty,” already made and fully declared by his 
apoſtles in their writings, according to his direc- 
tion and inſpiration, who was equally “ faithful 
„both as the apoſtle and high prieſt of our pro- 
66 feſſion (n). Hence, when there was a ſtrife a- 
mong his diſciples ({til warped by their carnal 
hearts, and their education in the earthly kingdom 
of Iſrael, to falſe views of his), Who ſhould be great- 
eſt; he ſaid unto them, “() The kings of the 
« Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them, and they 
that exerciſe authority over them are called be- 
« nefactors: But ye ſhall not be fo; he that is 
chief among you, let him be as he that doth ſerve.” 
The words he ſpake to them were verified in him- 


ſelf: He, as having done the loweſt ſervice, is chief 


in his kingdom ; ; he, as „(o) having ſerved under 
% our iniquities, 0 giving his life a ranſom for 
« many, is the King and the Lord of all he hath re- 


« deemed, and tranſlates out of the kingdom of 
* Satan into his own.” This * (it hath been 


very 


-Q) Jeſus Chriſt indeed hath DEER perſons of certain 


characters to lead and prefide in his congregations, or (if the 
phraſe is better liked) he hath ordained a ſtanding miniſtry in 


the church to the end of time : but this office and work, (ſo far 
as concerns government, ) is not like thoſe of the lords of the 


nations. They are to keep their brethren in remembrance of 
_ Chriſt's laws, ruling in their preſence and with their conſent 


(cor even Jeſus rules a willing people), guiding the order of 
their congregations, and guarding againſt the confuſion into 
which an aſſembly without a prefident muſt neceſſarily fall. 
(u) Heb. iii. 1, 2 (2) Luke : xxii. 25. (e) Ifa. 
$lin.. 24. Matth. xx. 28. 


1 * remembrance of be & due tba bs Biſhop | 
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very well obſerved) is implied i in every ſigure by 
which his kingdom 1s deſcribed in the New Teſta- 
ment. View it as a body (3): of this body Chriſt 
is the head. Let us Ill it we will, the beſt organ 
in this body,---the eye: {till the eye can only dil- 
cern, it cannot dictate. In the natural body, there 


* 


are more eyes and hands and feet than one (r); fo, 


in the ſpiritual, there may be many ſingularly dit- 


cerning and active. But as, in the natural body, 
there is but one head; ſo Chriſt alone guides and 


rules his churches in the things of his kingdom (+5). 


_ ---Again, if we view this kingdom as a building „ 


(to which alſo, in alluſion to the temple, it is com- 
pared); then other foundation can no man lay but 
that which is laid, even Chriſt Jeſus.” For in 
no other ſenſe is it built on the foundation of the 
* apoſtles and prophets” (z), than as they delivered 


the mind of Jeſus Chriſt, who is alſo the head Cor- 


ner- ſtone of his ſpiritual, houſe (x).---Again : If we 
view this kingdom as a family ()), the whole fa- 


mily in heaven and earth (for it is not divided, 


though apart) © hath one Maſter and Lord.” In 


ſhort, chuſe what figure you pleaſe among thoſe 


made uſe of in the ſeriptures to deſcribe this king- 


dom ; {till Jeſus is ſeen its ſole Lawgiver and Judge, 


no perſon or power poſſeſſing any equal or inferior 
Juriſdiction. Even the apoſtles, thoſe firſt and 


greateſt miniſters in Chriſt's kingdom, had here no 
dominion (2). They aſſumed no lordly power over 
the heritage of God (a). All their office was to de- 
liver Chriſt's laws, not to make any of their own. 


B 2 * 


Hoadley led me to this; but 1 cannot at - preſent refer to the 
particular book or place of it where it is to be found. 


(7) Col. i. 24. (r) 1 Cor. x11. 12527. () Col. 


1, 18. 0 Epheſ. ii. 21. 1 Cor. iii. 11. (4) Epheſ. 
ii. 20. (x) Matth. xxl. 42. ) Epheſ. iii. 15. 
Matth. xxiii. 8. (2) 2 Cor. i. 24. (4) 1 Pet. v. 3. 
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They ever © declared, that not they but he was the 
* Lord;” and fought only to be the“ ſervants of 
ce the-churches for his ſake ().“ Their doctrine in- 


deed, and approved conduct in the kingdom of Chriſt, 


as theſe are left upon record in their writings, are, 
along with what Jeſus himſelf ſpoke while in the 
fleſh, the ſtanding laws in this kingdom to tlie end 
of time. But theſe were in the firſt age handed 
from church to church, with this ſolemn ſanction: 
« If any man is a prophet or ſpiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that the things which I write unto you 
** are the commandments of the Lord (c).“ Thus 
then doth the government of the kingdom of Jeſus 
diſtinguiſh it from all others in this world, and even 
from that of the nation of Iſrael. Here indeed there 
was the ſhadow, though not the very image of it. 
God was King in Iſrael (d); and when they ſought 
a king like thoſe of other nations, they were 
not indulged &. God gave them one to preſide in 
the execution of his laws, but without power to 
make any of his own ;-.—all ſtate emergencies were 
provided for by the laws of Moſes, or by the an- 
ſwers of the oracle. So that theſe magiſtrates were 


called 60Ds by his word: called fo, both as repre- 


ſentatives of the true Lord of the theocracy; and as 


figures of the Son of God, who thus rules alone o- 


ver the true Iſrael (e) in the fear of God ( | 
3dly, This kingdom alſo differs from that of 1 


rael, and from all the kingdoms of this world, in 


its privileges and immunities. Protection, honour, 
and wealth, are all that men can receive or acquire 


55 | as 
00 2 cor. iv. 5. (e) 1 Cor. xin 37. (4) Ifa. 
xXxxiii. 22. 60 Hence appears the juſtice of Chriſt's 


claim to be received as the true and fupreme God, John x. 34, 


—38. If they were /hadows of him in the name of that office, 


he lurely was the ſ/ub/tance of it. 


I Sam. viii. ix. x. Deut. xvii. 14420. 1 ) 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 2, 3, 4. 


E $954 
as citizens of earthly kingdoms ; and theſe, or 
things of the ſame kind (conveyed indeed by an 
extraordinary providence), were all that Iſrael en- 
joyed as a nation of this world, though diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the reſt as the pe culiar care and ſubjects of 
J=xnovan. 80 we fee in that full detail of every 
bleſſing of the firſt covenant which Moſes gave the 
people, as it is recorded in the xxviti® chapter of 
Deuteronomy ; for not one of theſe is ſpiritual, 
though all of them the figures of bleſlings under the 
better covenant. Not fuch, however, is the good 
of the kingdom of Chriſt, The inheritance here 
is, © righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
9 Choſt, in the preſent world; and & an inheritance 
0 incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not a- 
„ way, reſerved in heaven” (C). Its ſubjects are 
« blefled in Jeſus with all ſpiritual bleſſimgs in hea- 
< venly things, according as his God and Father 
6c nah choſen us in him from before the founda- 
«© tion of the world (%).“ „They are crucified by 
„ his croſs to the world (. i); the fleſh being thus 
* mortified, with all its aftections and luſts ():“ 
connected as other men with earthly things, they 
yet“ mind them not, eſteeming themſelves citi- 
© gens in heaven (/);”) and their higheſt hope and 
expectation, is the ſecond coming of the Saviour 
from heaven, to change theſe bodies, by which 
they are capable of earthly joys, and to put an end 
to theſe as well as to all grief and ſorrow. Even 
while this Kingdom was mixed with the world, 
and life and immortality not brought to light by 
the goſpel, we ſee the diſpoſition of its ſubjects. 
© (m) For not having received the promiſes (i. e. the 
60 things e they yet died in faith of them, 


| | "66 8 | 
(2) Rom. xiv. 17. (4) Epheſ. i; 3, . 10 Gul. 
1. 24. (4) Gal. vi. 14. (1) Phil. iii. 19, 20, 21. 


n Heb. x1. 13.—16. 
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having ſeen them afar off, being perſuaded of them, 


„ and having embraced them; and they confeſſed 


4 that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims upon the 
< earth, deſiring a better country“ (than that pro- 


miſed them in Canaan,) © that is, an heavenly : 
«© Wherefore God is not aſhamed to be called their 


« God; for he hath prepared for them a city, even 


ce the city which hath foundations, of which he is 
ce the builder and maker.” Now, in accord with 
this, we ſee the ſeeking of earthly things oppoſed to 


the ſeeking the kingdom of God (). And we ſee 
what Jeſus ſaid concerning the difficulty of ſuch men 


becoming his ſubjects. How hardly (ſaid he) 


„ ſhall they that have riches enter into the kingdom 
of God! It is caſier for a camel to go through a 
e needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the 


„ kingdom of God (o).“ * Indeed there are bleſ- 
ſings, which in one ſenſe may be called temporal, a- 
mong thoſe of this kingdom ; (that is,) its inheri- 
tance is not wholly in reverſion: but they are ſuch 


bleſſings as ariſe from or are connected with earthly. 


lols and affliction. 4 For there is no man, who hath 
left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or mo- 


8 


ther, or wife, or children, or lands, for my ſake, 
(aid Jeſus,) and the goſpel's, but he ſhall receive 


. 


* 


E 


— 


now, in this time, an hundred fold (7. e. that which 


8:36 worth an hundred e of (2) houſes, brethren, 


„ ſiſters, 


60 Luke xii. 29,—3t. phy () Luke xviii. 


244 2H: 
* Hence we ſee what influence the belief of the ofpel and 
its hopes had « on thoſe who received them, AQts ii. 44, 45- 


Heb. x. 32.— 


Where we read, under the 1 of more] promiſes 


being made, we read alſo of their being fulfilled. But where 
do we read, that thoſe who forſook houſes, lands, wife, &c. 
for Chriſt's ſake, reaped an hundred fold of the very ſame ? 
Perhaps there might be no great inconvenience in a 100 houſes 

00 not a 100 wives embarraſs a little the pro- 


for one; but wo 


e 2 


0 


1 
« ſiſters, mother, children, and lands, with per- 
& ſecutions ; and in the world to come, life ever- 
„ laſting ().“ And accordingly agua! ſufferers 
teſtify to the truth and the value of theſe enjoy- 
ments, ſaying, “ that as the ſufferings of Chriſt a- 
« bounded in them, ſo their conſolation abounded 
« by Chriſt (7).” So“ that what things were their 
* gain, theſe they counted loſs for Chriſt.” * Yea 
doubtleſs (ſays Paul in particular, who loſt more 


* 


„than any of them) I count all things but loſs for 
0 


* 


the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 


„ my Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all 


„things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
« win Chriſt, c. (g).“ Such are the bleſſings of this 
kingdom. As for all other bleſſings of a different 
kind, whatever Chriſtians may enjoy of theſe, they 
do not enjoy them as ſuch; nay, it is not only 


* 


impoſſible that their worldly intereſt can be promo- 


ted by entering into this kingdom, but quite ſo that 
this upon the whole can conſiſt with it. So we ſee 
that Chriſt ſtates it in the foregoing paſſage as a thing 
not ſeldom to occur, that a perſon muſt relinquiſh, 


for his ſake, the things he holds moſt dear (?); 
and he hath affirmed in the moſt poſitive terms, 


() „If any man will come after me, let him deny 
05 himſelf, and take up his croſs daily: Whoſocver 


will 


feſſor? And even as to houſes and lauds, where did he learn 


that this was literally fulfilled to the apoſtles who forſook all ? 


"Theſe we always meet with on foot, without either houſe or 


home. He who then paſſed for a learned apoſtle, once indeed 
at Rome got a houſe over his head; but even that was only a 


hired one. In this capital of the works. he received all who 
came to him; but though a good divine, as times then went, 
we read not that he ever roſe to a Regius-profeſſorſhip. 


Warburton's anſwer to Rutherforth, profeſſor of di my at Cambridge, 
apud Div. Legat. vol. IV. p. 311. 


(4) Luke xviii. 29, 30. (r) 2 Cor. i. 5. 059 Philip. 


ii. 7, — 11. See alſo Rom. viii. 18, & c. 00 Lake 


XVIll. 29, 30. () Luke ix. 24. 


„ 
« will fave his life, ſhall loſe it.”” The ſame things 
he taught his diſciples to declare, who exhorted 


their brethren. “ to continue in the faith, and that 


« they mult through much tribulation enter into 
the kingdom of God (x.) Their own expc- 
rience indeed ever reminded them of this: for they 
themſelves were. © ſet forth laſt, a ſpectacle to men 
and angels (),“ enduring perſecutions and af- 
flictions of all kinds, though ever ſupported and 
often delivered by the Lord; and hence, as well as 
by divine command, they unanimouſiy ſay, All 


« that live godly in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 


e tion.” This oracle extends to the remoteſt pe- 


riod: for we have no reaſon to expect any change 


of matters in this reſpect, until death the laſt ene- 
my be deſtroyed by the reſurrection of the dead in 


Chriſt (2). “ He {hall reign in the midſt of his 


4 enemies &, (I. e. his kingdom ſhall exiſt in the 
* midſt of enemies,) until theſe. become his foot- 
© ſtool,” Men indeed, have pleaſed themſelves 


with an idea, that a. period {hall arrive before that, 
when this kingdom ſhall triumph in this preſent 
world, when all men ſhall. be Chriſtians, and when 


there ſhall be no {uttering for the truth, and no oc- 
caſion for ſelf-denial in profeſling it. 5 The paſſages 
of ſeripture. which predict the preſen⸗ light and 


peace and joy and true holineſs of theſe latter days, 


have been transferred to this expected ſeaſon; but 
Jeſus hath not led his people to look for aught but 
ſuffering, till he himſelf “ deſcend from heaven with 


© a ſhout, with the voice of the archangel, and the 


„ trump of God. Then ſhall the dead in Chriſt riſe 


« firſt (); ; andthey which are alive and remain ſhall 


© he © caught up NT with them to meet the Lord 


5 60 Ads xiv 8 659 8 iv. 9. 2 Tim. iii. 
11, 12. (=) 1 Cor. xv. 35, 26. 4 * Plal. cx. 1, 2. 


ne 1 Theſl, iv. 15,—18. 
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« in the an, and ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord.” 
Theſe are the words by which we comfort one ano- 
ther “ walking by faith and not by ſight (Y): For 
tho? „ we are now the ſons of God (c), yet it doth not 
appear what we ſhall be: this only we know, that, 
« when he appears, we fthall be like him; for we 
ce ſhall ſee him as he is.” Such then is the fort of 
bleſſedneſs belonging and peculiar to the kingdom 
of Chriſt ; different altogether from that which per- 
| ſons, or even which the children of God, poſſeſſed 
as ſubjects of the kingdom of Iſrael; different from 
that which they poſſeſs as ſubjects in thoſe of this 

world, ani thus diſtinguiſhed from them. 
4thly, Ihe diſtinction between thele alſo appears 
in conſidei ing its gory. The glory of the king— 
doms of lirael and of this world is quite different 
from the glory of the kingdom of Chriſt. So muſt 
it be, if theſe are different in the character of their 
ſubjects, in their laws, and bleſſings. For what ſort 
of figure do the ſubjects, the laws, and the bleſlings, 
of Chriſt's kingdom make in the world? Are theſe 
_ glorious in their eyes ?---No, brethren ! theſe were, 
and ever will be, worſe reputed in the world than 
e the- filth of the earth and the offscourings of 
« all things.” Hence, when this kingdom was 
coming upon earth, the world ſaw it not while be- 
fore their eyes; at the very time it begun among 
them, they obſerved it not. The prophecies be- 
ing darkened by their luſts and carnal commenta- 
ries, their expeQation was directed towards appcar- 
ances of worldly ſplendor, quite inconſiſtent with 
its nature. Hence faid Jeſus to the Phariſees who 
inquired when it - ſhould come, “ The kingdom 
« of God cometh not with obſervation ; neither 
& ſhall the y fay, Lo here! or, Lo there! for behold, 
Ry e « the 


(3) 2 Cor. v. pm (c) 1 John iii. 1, 2. 


E 16 7 
* the kingdom of God is among you (d); i. e. the 
ſubjects are already gathering and live among you. 


_ Correſponding to which account, we ſee this king- 


dom likened to ſced ſown in a field, i. e. in the world; 


to a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which, tho? the leaſt of 


all feeds, grows to be the largeſt ot all trees ; -to 
leaven hid in three meaſures of meal (e). The riſe and 
progreſs of theſe things is gradual, and unperceived 
till the laſt: then only are they conſpicuous ; ; and on 
that account, doubtleſs, choſen as reſemblances of 
the preſent appearance of Chriſt's kingdom. The 
outward magnificence and ſplendor of the kingdom 


of Ifrael was beyond all on earth ; but it hath no- 


thing of the fame glory, though in another and 


ſuperior kind far excelling. So is it ſet forth by the 
apoſtle Paul.“ (J) If (fays he) the miniſtration of 
« death written and engraven in ſtones was glorious 


(figured by the glory on the face of Moſes which Iſ- 
rael could not ſtedfaſtly behold); how ſhall not the 


* miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious? For if 
<« the miniſtration of condemnation be glory, much 


more doth the miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed 
in glory. For even that which was made glorious, 


&» 


had no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory 


„ which excelleth. For it that which is done away 4 
was glorious, much more that which remaineth is 
glorious.“ And well may the excellent glory be 


cc 


celebrated with which this kingdom ſhines, for it 
is the glory of God. © They beholding in the un- 
< vatled face of Jeſus, the glory of God, are chan- 
* gedinto the ſame image from glory to glory (g).“ 
The whole divine perfections in all their united 
luſtre adorn this kingdom: for this is the © glory” 


that 


(4) Luke xvii, 20, —23. So the words ſhould be rendered; 
for could Jeſus ſay to the carnal, unbelieving Phariſees, < It 
is within you,” as it ſtands in our verſion ? 


(e) Matth. xiii, © / 2 Cor. iii. 6.11. e) 2 Cor. 


| ili. 18. 


3 


19.1 
that “ dwells in the land,” according to the pre- 
. diction by David, © mercy and truth havi ing met to— 
“ gether, rightcouſneſs and peace having kiſſed 
« each other ().“ Hence, too, the ſpiritual pertec- 
tion of the people; wherein alſo, according to the 
word by Ifaiah, conſiſts the glory of the king dom: 
as hereby indeed © the glory of the Lord and the 
« excellency of our God” appear; * i) the fearful 
ce heart being made ſtrong,---the eyes of the blind 
© opened,---the ears of the deaf unſtopped,—the 
“ lame man made to leap as an hart, —and the 
& tongue of the dumb to fing.” Among them, 
thus perfected, Jeſus dwells; the glory of the latter 
Houſe thus excelling that of the former (4). All 
this glory, too, is eternal; * the ſun”? which dif- 
tuſes it, © no more going down, or withdrawing 
« itſelf. For this laſt erected kingdom „ ſhall ne- 
« ver be deſtroyed.” (J) * It ſhall not be left to 
c other people” (as were all the governments be— 
fore it; that of Iſrael not excepted, which was “ ta- 
« ken from them and given to the nation that bring- 
* eth forth fruit“ ): © but it ſhail break in pieces 
and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand 
© for ever.” In conformity with which account of 
the prophet, is that of the exhortation to the He- 
brews (m): © We receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be moved, let us have grace whereby we may ſerve 
& God acceptably with reverence and godly fear; 
« for our God is a conſuming fire.” Such is 
the preſent glory of the kingdom of Jeſus; nor thall 
it ever in this world have any other ſort of glory. 
Its glory, indeed, is deſcribed by the prophets of 
the Old Teſtament in language which, in its firſt 
ſenſe, ſets forth the glory of the kingdom of Iſrael: 
but the writers of the New Teſtament diveſt this of 
C 5 its 
(50 Pal. Ixxxv. 9 —13. 45 Iſa. xxxv. Ke. _ (4) Hag 


J. 9. (0) Dan. ii. 44. Matth. xxi. 43. (11) Heb 
xii. 28, 29, &c. | 


= 


t a -} 
its figurative drefs, and diſplay its fpiritual ſimpli: 
city. This ſimple and ſpiritual glory, which thone 


with its greateſt radiance in Jeſus while humbled 
beneath the curſe, is all the glory of theſe latter 


days which clothes his ſpouſe (). The period fo na- 


med in the ſcriptures 1s that of the laſt kingdom de- 
ſcribed by Daniel *; the period wherein God hath 
ipoken to us by his own Son (p), and wherein Anti- 
chriſt oppoſeth him (); whole riſe and dominion 
we have ſcen, and whoſe decline we perceive with 
delight. 


In the 5th and laſt place, The kingdom of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt is diſtinguiſhed from thai of Iſrael, and from 


the kingdoms of this world, in the means of its e- 


rection, union, eſtabli liert, and defence. Theſe, 
in the kingdoms of this world, are all of them 
worldly. They are raiſed by power and policy, de- 


fended by ſtratagem, war, and alliances with other 


ſtates. God made uſe of things of the ſame kind 
alſo in Iſrael, (though in a manner ſomewhat ſuper- 
natural), for anſwering the ſame ends. Far other- 


wiſe is the kingdom of Chriſt raiſed, united, eſta- 


 Hliſhed, and defended. ce Tt is not now from 
66 hence. The kingdom of Chriſt is gathered by 
the word of the truth of the goſpel preached with 


„ the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven,” (hence 


called “ the goſpel of the kin odom.”) All the 


ſcriptures, whether predicting, or directly relating 
to this, aflirm ſo. * It ſhall come to pals (fays 
„ Iſaiah) in the laſt days, that the mountain of the 


Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the top of 
„ the mountains, and ſhall be exalted e the 
hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto it: and ma- 
* ny people ſhall go, and ſay, Come ye, and let 


* 


c us go up to the mountain of the Lord. to the 
x 


LA 


cc of 
(e) Rev. xii. f. * Dan. ii. 44. vii. 2. (f) Heb, i. 


(2) John ii. 18. 


houſe of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us 


all the other prophets. 


c reſpecter of perſons,“ 
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„ of his ways, and we will walk in his paths.” 

Such is the deſcription of the gathering of perſons of 
all nations into the kingdom of Chriſt. And how 
doth this come about : Ihe prophet relates its cauic 
in what follows: * Fr out of Zion thall go forth 
ee the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeruſa- 
« lem(r).” The fame thing, too, we find deſcribed 
by Micah in the fourth chapter of his book, and by 
Their words, indeed, were 
exactly verified by the .cyvent. This kingdom was 
firſt gathered out among the Jews, by the preach- 
mg of Peter to thote who had concurred in the 


murder of Jeſus. It was his plain declaration, and 


Proof from the prophets, that he was the Chriſt and 
the Son of God, which pierced their hearts with 
grief, and filled them with gladneſs, and added 
the firſt three thouſand to the church of God (5), 
The ſame perſon alſo declared to the church at 


- Jeruſalem, (when the meſſengers from Antioch 
came up to them about the matter of the believing 


Gentiles being circumciſed, that they might be 
faved), © how God did viſit the Gentiles, 2 take 
& out of them a people for his name (f).“ He there. 
referred them to the account of Cornelius and bis 
friends, when he was convinced that © God was no 
(7.e. that God, in ſaving men 
by his grace, doth not reſpe& any of thoſe things 
whereby one excels or 1s diſtinguiſhed from an- 
other); and when the Holy Ghoſt fell upon the un- 
circumciſed, as well as upon the Jews, after they 
had heard from his mouth the word of the goſpel, 

and believed (z).---Thus was this kingdom gathered 
at the fuſt, and “ diſciples made 05 among all na- 

Hans: * 
"Ry Ads i ii. 14.—41. (7) Ads 


Ag x. 34.—48. 
(x) The word fon which we render teach, in Mat- 


(r) Ifa⸗ ii. Ty * 3. 


thew xxviii. 19. ought to be rendered make diſciples, i. e. teach 
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« earthen veſſels (c); 
cellent treaſure for which thoſe who find it, part 

„with all:” and in diſpenſing this to the poor, thus 
making many rich” (d), they uſed no eloquence, 
or art, or reaſoning, with which the truth did not 
furniſh them. Their way was, to declare plain facts, 


Ixxu. 16, (5) 1 Cor. ul. 1,—5. 
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« tions” by the preaching of the goſpel. And this 
ſtill continues to be the caſe. Chriſt's ſubjeQs are 


raiſed on the earth, in ſucceſſion to thoſe of them 


removed to heaven, by the word; “ begotten by 
"XS: ſovereign will of God through the word of 
“ truth ()), which long as it hath lain in the world is 
ſtill“ incorruptible,” (2) producing even on the top 
of barren mountains (a) trees of righteouſneſs which 
fill the face of the world with fruit. The word, 
too, attended with this ſucceſs, owes it not to the 
ability of thoſe who preached it, nor to the perſua- 
fivencſs of the writings wherein it is contained (b). 
'The apoſtles, on the contrary, deſcribe themſelves as 
” which yet contained the ex- 


of which they were eye and ear witnefles, applying 
theſe, as infallibly enabled and authoriſed to lift 


the vail off Moſes and the prophets, ſaying none : 
other things than what their writings contain (e). 


The things, and the method in which the whole 
apoſtles preached, we ſee in the narrative of one of 
them: © Chriſt ſent me to preach the goſpel, not 


« with the wiſdom of words, leſt the crofs of Chriſt 


ce ſhould be made of none effect: for the preach- 
ing of the croſs is to them that periſh, fooliſh- 
« neſs; but unto us who are ſaved, it is the power 


1 of God 7 It hath pleaſed God by 8 on. 


with effect. We ſee it diſtinguiſhed from preaching the goſpel, 
Acts xiv. 21. It is only al d in two other places of the New 
Teſtament, viz. Matthew xiii. 52. and xxvii. 57. and 1 in both 
theſe in this ſenſe. 

(») James 3 Pet. i. 23. (a) Pfal. 
(c) 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
(4) 2 Cor. vi. 10. e) Acts xiii. 17, 42. Acts xxvi. 
22, 23. 1 Cor. xv. I. —8, &c. (/) 1 Cor. i. 17, 18,21, —24. 
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« 1ſhneſs of preaching” (7. e. of the declaration, 
rov «npvyaros, Of the crols before mentioned, ver. 18. 
which was accounted a fooliſh way to promote vir- 
tue or to raiſe a kingdom) “ to ſave them that be- 
e lieve.“ © For the Jews require a ſign” (i. e. the 
ſign of a deathleſs Meſſiah triumphant in worldly 


glory, ſuch as that aſked of him, to come down 


from the croſs ); “ and the Greeks ſeek after 
«© wiſdom : But we preach Chriſt crucified, to the 
« Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks fool- 
c iſhneſs; but unto them who are called, whether 
« Jews or Grecks, Chriſt the power of God and the 
«© wiſdom of God. ?..-This kingdom, too, grew, 
is eſtabliſhed, and kept together, by the very ſame 


means thro? which'it aroſe. The one faith and hope, 
confeſſed and juſtified by works, kindle and increaſe 
that mutual and ardent love (% which forms the 


perfect bond of the body (7). Cleaving to the head, 
all the members cleave together with full purpoſe of 


heart (4). All their detormity, and diviſions, and 
differences of temper; in ſhort, all things that tend 
to quench love; are loſt in the truth, and covered by 
it (0); „which! is in them, and ſhall be with them for 


« ever (m).” No hatred felt or known among them, 
ſave that which, moving to the deſtruction of each 
others ſin, flows. from love, and confirms it; or fo 


far as theſe and other inconſiſtent evils appear, the 


glory of the kingdom is darkened, or itſelf unſeen. 
Thus doth the truth unite, and this alſo is the de- 
fence of, the kingdom. Here is to be found the 
ſubſtance of all thoſe glorious things written con- 
cerning the ſafety of the ancient city of God in the 
48th Pſalm. Their defence, unlike that of any 


other kingdom, is created: 0 The cloud and the 


ſmoke 


* Matth. xxvii. 40,—43. 0 Epheſ. iv. 3,—6. 


( ) Coloſ. iii. 14. (4) Accs xi. 235 © Prov. x. 12. 
(m) 2 John 1, 2. 


L 24 ] 
% ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire 
by night, reſt upon every dwelling- place of mount 
Sion, and upon her aſſemblies; theſe being the 
« defence of all its glory ().“ < It is eſtabliſhed 
« with judgment and juſtice from henceforth even 
&« for ever (o),” „ falvation being for walls and 


* 


„ bulwarks unto it (p).” This being the defence 


of Chrilt's kingdom, we ſee the correſponding 
exhortation ; (for that which individuals are call- 


ed to uſe for protection, is the means of defence 


to the whole): “ Finally, my brethren, be ſtrong 


in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Fot 


e we wreltle not againſt fleſh and blood; but a- 
« gainſt principalities and powers, againſt the ru- 
lers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual 
« wickedneſs in high places. Wherefore take un- 
« to you the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withſtand in the evil day, and having 
“ done all to ſtand. Stand therefore, having your 
« Joins girt about with truth, and having on the 
6e breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod 
« with the preparation of the goſpel of peace; and 
above all taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith ye 


& ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 


„ wicked one. And take the helmet of ſalvation ; 
“ and the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
„God: praying always with all prayer and ſuppli- 
* cations in the Spirit (q),” c. Such, then, is 
the eſtabliſhment and 3 8 of the kingdom of 


Chriſt. The church is built upon the Son of the 


living God as on a rock, and the gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it (0. Such is the glorious Ix- 


DEPENDENCY 00 upon the love or the hatred of all 
r = 2 0 


(n) Ia. iv. 5. ix. 7. See alſo liv. 14. nat Ix. 17, Ke. 


) Ta. ix. 7. See alſo Pfal. Ixxxix. 1,—4. Iſa. li. 7,-—10, &C. 
0 Ia. xxvi. 1. (9) Epheſ. vi. 10,—18. (r) Matth. xvi. 18. 

(-) Chriſtians need not Be aſhamed of this word, if it is 
ales in this ſenſe, 
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world. The kings of the earth may nouriſh and de- 


fend the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom as their own 
ſubjects, (it is their intereſt to do ſo; and the calling 


of the Geiitiles i is thus deſcribed, Ila. xlix. *): but 


they cannot, and need not, nutſe or defend them 
as fuch. Chriſt's kingdom is upheld by its Lord, 

without any alliance offenſive or defenſive with 
worldly ſtates. And thoſe who never thought of 
forming theſe, but perſecuted the kingdom of je- 
fus, (namely, the heathen emperors), may be more. 
properly conſidered as its nurſing-fathers---than the 
others, (namely, the Chriſtian emperors), who gave 
their wealth and power to the clergy, and thus rai- 
fed Antichriſt (the great _— of the church of 


God) to his throne (?), 


Thus then is the kingdom of Chriſt diſtinguiſhed 
from all earthly kingdoms by the character of its ci- 
tizens, its government, its bleſſings, its glory, and 
the means of its erection, union, eſtabliſhment, and 
defence. But how ought this to affect our practice! ? 
This. it was propoſed to conſider 1 in the er Place. 


And here, 


We may, 1/, Remark this neceſſary caricufion 


from the doctrine delivered: namely, That the ſub- 
jects of Chriſt's kingdom, in as far as they are ſuch, 
muſt be good and obedient ſubjects in the kingdoms 


of the world, Obedience to Chriſt in the things of his 
kingdom can never be offered as an excuſe for rebel- 
lion againſt e in theſe. Thoſe perſons mi- 

D took 


By The ſenſes preſſed out of this hi ghly e pſig 


have given fair occaſion for the followiu, ludicrous account of 


them: „ The king is the churches nurſe's huſband, and is to 
« hear the child (2. e. the church) on his ſhoulders, and dandle 


her on his knees. — See verſe 22, &c. 


Vide a new Catechiſm, with Dr Hick's xxxix articles, opd Barron' 8 
Cordial for Low Spirits, Vol. II. p. 342. 


C ) See Rey. xili. 1. —9. 
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took the nature of the fifth monarchy of Chriſt, who 
conceived the rule of men in this preſent world to 
be inconſiſtent with it. However oppoſite they 
may be to Chriſt, he fits notwithſtanding on his 
holy hill of Zion, the Lord (deſpiſing the rage and 
the "ite of all his enemies) having ſet him on his 
own right hand (u); and when he ſhall put down 
all rule and authority (x) at his ſecond coming, the 
_ aid of men ſhall not be ſought for that pur- 
- Pilate ſeems to have entertained: the very 


Fonts of Chile kingdom which are now ſo 


common. He ſeems at firſt to have underſtood the 
accuſation, of the Jews, as they intended' he ſhould, 


to import that Jeſus was the rival of Ceſar; that he 
aſſumed the title of “ king of the Jews,” while 


they were ſubject to the emperor. But Jeſus ſufh- 
ciently vindicates himſelf, and guards againſt their 
malicious interpretation of It, in the words of his 
reply: My &ingdom is not of this world: If my 


% kingdom were of this world, then would. my ſervants 


« fight, that I ſhould not be delivered ta the eros, but 


6 "mow 15 my kingdom not from hence.” A kingdom 
raifed by ſpiritual means, for ſpiritual ends, with 


' ſpiritual hopes, could never interfere with any earth- 


iy kingdom, limited in its reſources, its bleſſings, 


and its hopes, to this preſent world. No religious 
eſtabliſhment then, which is not altogether ſubject 
to and dependent upon Chriſt, or altogether ſub- 
ject to and dependent upon the ſtate, can be with- 


out the ſeeds of oppoſition to the latter, in its very 


conſtitution. Every ſuch eſtabliſhment is (impe- 
rium in imperio) a ſtate within a ſtate, which wiſe 
politicians will either cruſh, or alter in its eſſence, if 


they cannot ſafely in its frm: Unleſs then, bre- 


thren, the diſtinction which hath been ſtated from 
the , 18 ba very cloſely in our eye, and 
acted 

(4) Pſal. ii. (x) 1 Cor. xv, 24. 


5 * 
5 acted on by us, we muſt be in danger of diſaffec- 
5 tion to government. What elſe but ignorance of 
this diſtinction on both ſides hath for the moſt part 
embroiled the world, and particularly our own coun- 
try, in the horrors of civil war ? Even in this mild 
Age, thoſe who are moſt bigotted to the notions of 
9 a Chriſtian kingdom of this world, and a worldly 
kingdom of Chriſt---if loyal to the king (which ! 
ſhall not diſpute) are loyal againſt their principles. 
May, we may venture to lay, that perſons more mo- 
bes dern in their religious profeſſion, who can ſmile at 
15 the ideas of convenanters, are often rankled againſt 
government, or at leaſt its adminiſtration, when 
- they find the execution of Jaws which relate to the 
= <eccleſialticaleſtabliſhment of the country, claih with 
74 the privileges which they conceive it to poſſeſs, ei- 
P ther by former grants of the ſtate, or as the church 
of God. Can we ſay, however, that the liberties 
of Chriitians are invaded, becauſe the ſtate aſſumes 
the direction of thoſe things in the eſtabliſhment _ 
which do molt intereſt it (2)? Can we ſay that Chri- 
ſtians are not permitted to chuſe their own paſtors 
and teachers, becauſe the law hath placed the clec- 
tion to offices, eſtabliſhed and provided for by law, 
in the hands of rhoſe who are moſt concerned to 
. government e In ſhort, can we ſay, that 
D 2 i yoo 


(3) Dr Smith hath obſerved in his Inquiry into the Wealth 

of Nations, * Had politics never called in the aid of religion, 
« it would have dealt impartially with all different ſects. But 
«© avhere there is an eftabliſhed religion, the ſovereign cannot be ſe- 
& cure unleſs he has the mans of influencing the clergy, which is 
« moſt ſucceſsfully done by keeping their honours and preferments 

« in his own hands.” 

(a) I well remember being much ſtruck with a reply made 
Tome years ago in the General Aſſembly, by a gentleman who 
is ſuppoſed to direct the meaſures of government circa ſacra. 
A member having maintained the divine right of the Chriſtian 
| people to elect their own n miniſters, was anſwered by him to 
11 this 
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the moſt boundleſs toleration is not permitted to all 
ſeas and parties in religion, Chriſtian and antichri- 
ſtian ? Let us not, then, under any religious pre- 
tence, or any other pretence, entertain or expreſs 
any evil thoughts of dignities (); but let us be ſub- 
ject to them, not merely for tear of wrath, but for 
the ſake of conſcience (c). Jeſus hath ſet us an ex- 
ample in this, as in all things to which we are call- 


cd. He ever appeared as the ſervant of rulers (d), 


and rebuked his diſciples when ever they diſcover- 


cd a contrary ſpirit (e). Indeed all his precepts that 
relate to government, ſtrictly prohibit his diſciples 


to diſturb the quiet of the world on any pretence 


whatever. They are called, on the contrary, to 
ſeek its peace (J.) And we may think of what he 


ſays to us on this ſubject by the apoſtles, to whom 
the rulers of this world were more adverſe than they 
were even to him during his perſonal miniſtry : 


(g) © If it be poſſible (fay they), as much as lieth in 
« you, live peaccably with all men. Dearly be- 
< loved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give 
* place unto wrath ; for it is written, Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord. Therefore, 


« if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, 
give him drink: for in ſo doing, thou ſhalt heap 


“ coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome af 
Ke evil, but overcome evil with good. Let every ſoul 


be 


this purpoſe: That he did not deny that this was every man's 
« natural right, as much as the choice of his own phyſician ar 


„ lawyer; nay, he did not deny that it was a divine right: 


« but thoſe who reaped. the fruits of a civil eſtabliſhment of 


CO bow, ena ſhould remember, that their rights were limited by 


«the laws of this eſtabliſhment—of whic lay-patronage was 
one, confirmed by ſucceſſive deciſions of the Houſe of Peers, 
even in oppoſition to eceleſiaſtic ſentences.“ 


EY ov 2 Pet. ii. 10. Jude ver. 8. (c) Rom. xiii. 5. (4) 10. 


Wl | (e) Matth. xxvi. $2554» OC ) Jer: XXIX, 7 
) Rom. X11, 18,—2 1. xiil. 1.—7. | 
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1 
be ſubject unto the higher powers, for there is no 


power but of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; and 


they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damna- 


tion. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 


but to the evil. Wilt thou not then be afraid of 


the power? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt 


have praiſe of the fame; for he is the miniſter 
of God to thee for good. But it thou do that 
which 1s evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the 


{word in vain ; for he is the miniſter of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath on him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore, ye muſt needs be ſubject for conſcience 


ſake. For, for this cauſe pay ye tribute alſo.. 


For they are God's miniſters, attending always 


on this very thing. Render therefore to all their 
e dues; tribute to whom tribute, cuſtom to whom 
uta fear to whom fear, honour to whom ho- 


nour.““ To the ſame purpoſe Peter writes in his 


41 epiſtle to Chriſtians ſcattered in various countries 
and under various forms of internal government (): 
Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as ſtrangers and 


pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war 


againſt the ſoul; having your converſation ho- 
neſt (or honourable) among the heathens, that 


whereas they ſpeak againſt you as evil-doers, they 


may by your good works which they {hall be- 
hold glorify God in the day of viſitation. Sub- 
mit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, for 
the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the king as ſu- 


preme, or unto governors as thoſe that are ſent 


of him for the puniſhment of evil-doers and the 
praiſe of thoſe that do well. For fo is the will of 
God, that with well-doing ye put to filence the 


Ignorance of fooliſh men. As free, and not u- 
ſing Jour liberty as a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but 


2338 
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& as the ſervants of God, honour all men, love the 
+ brotherhood, fear God, honour the king, Ser- 
“ yants, be ſubje& to your maſters with all fear, 
not only to the good and gentle, but alſo to the 
„ froward. For this is thank-worthy, if a man, for 
* conſcience towards God, endure griet, ſuffering 
« wrongfully, For what glory is it, if, when ye 
“ are buffeted for your faults, ye ſhall take it pa- 
ce tiently: but if, when ye do well and ſuffer for it, 
«© ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
For even hereunto were ye called, becauſe Chriſt 
alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example that 
5 ye ſhould follow his ſteps---who did no fin, nei- 
„ ther was guile found in his mouth: who, when 
„ he was cevited, reviled not again; when he ſut- 
4 fered, he threatened not, but committed himſelf 
* to him who judgeth righteouſly : who his own 
_ « ſelf bare our fins in his own body on the tree; 
&* that we, being dead to fin, might live unto righ- 

% teouſneſs: by whoſe ſtripes ye were healed. For 
ye were as ſheep going aſtray, but are now re- 
turned unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of our 
& fouls.”---Let theſe precepts then, urged with 
fuch tender arguments, by ſo powerful an exam- 
ple, and delivered by him who knew his own need 
of them, impreſs our hearts, that, while we are wiſe 
as ſerpents in eſcaping ſuffering and danger, we may 
be harmleſs alſo as doves. It is true, the faith of 
the goſpel doth not diveſt us of concern about the 
rights and liberties which belong to us as men; 
but it moderates that concern. It allows us not to 
throw tlie world into a tumult for their ſake: it teaches 

us to be happy, tho” theſe are invaded ; nay, even 
to forgive and bleſs the invaders. Far leſs doth | 
it permit us to reſiſt preſent authority in the ima- 
ginary infringement of rights never poſſeſſed, and 
which the lults or the theories of men alone have 
N mug 
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taught them to deſire. Chriſtians are not left to 
aſk any queſtions about government, but theſe: 
Who be the powers? Who are in authority? Had the 
ſcriptures permitted us to ſuſpend or refuſe our o- 
bedience, until we were ſatisfied whether the reign- 
ing powers were the rightful ones, or whether they 
exerciſed their authority according to the original 
compact or for the higheſt public good, it would 
alſo mo decided the thouſand queſtions about thoſe 
things in terms plain to the capacity of the meaneſt 
Chriſtian, not one of whom can take the leaſt mat- 
ter of faith or practice upon truſt from the moſt en- 
lightened. But in what part of the ſcriptures is 


the deciſion of ſuch queſtions to be found? or where 


hath God promiſed to confer political ſagacity upon 
his people who are made wiſe unto ſalvation? Is 
not this wiſdom, to the glory of divine ſovereignty, 
found moſt frequently with the baſe, the fooliſh, 
and the deſpiſed of this world (i) —. Of one thing 


indeed every Chriſtian can judge: Every Chriſtian 


can compare the conduct of our preſent govern- 


ment with the conduct of thoſe under whom the 
Chriſtians lived who were addreſſed by the apo- 
ſtles. And is this compariſon, brethren, favour- 


able, or otherwiſe, to this view of theſe commands? 


Shall we ſay, that Chriſtians have leſs liberty, 
or are in any ſenſe worſe uſed, in this kingdom 


and its colonies, - than thoſe were at Rome, or 
thoſe diſperſed in Pontus, Galatia, Capadocia, A- 
ſia, and Bithynia, whom Paul and Peter addreſſed 
in their epiſtles ? Whatever effect this compariſon 
| hath on others, let it fill our hearts with gratitude 
to God, and our mouths with thankſgiving. Let 


it, add its force with all the motives common to us 


with the whole ſubjects in Great Britain, making 


us — in the ennee of every duty to 


our 
(i) 1 Cor, i. 26, 27, 28. 
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our lawful ſuperiors. Time was, in the pure pe- 
riod of preſbytery, as well as the ſucceeding one of 
rampant epiſcopacy, when the ſecular arm, adhering 


to the body eccleſiaſtic, would have ſhut our doors, 


now open to every creature; confined us in priſon ; 
and confiſcated our goods. 'Through the e 
of God, we now have reſt, and the moſt ample li- 
berty. Let us be followers of thoſe who, in far leſs 
favourable circumſtances, walked in the fear of the 
Lord and the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt (4).---As 
the one of theſe prevails in the conſcience, and the 
other is enjoyed in the heart; ſo ſhall we live in 
peace, obedience, and the denial of all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts. Moſt of us indeed are too inſig- 
nificant to give very ſubſtantial proofs of our regard 
or gratitude to the powers that be. There is one ex- 


preſſion, however, of theſe, which is in the power of us 


all, and very plainly enjoined : : © (/)I exhort there- 


« fore (fays Paul), firſt of all, that prayers, ſuppli- 


„ cations, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, be 


© made for all men; - for kings, and all that are in 


< authority ;—that we may lead a quiet and peace- 


c able life in all godlineſs and honeſty : for this is 


good and acceptable in the ſight of God our Sa- 
“ viour, who will have all men to be ſaved, and to 
& come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there 
ce is one Mediator between God and man, the man 
<« Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for all.“ 


This is not an exhortation of which we do not need 


to be put in mind. We may be apt perhaps to con- 
ſider thoſe for whom we are here. commanded to 
pray, as farther off than others from the kingdom 
of God: hence our wiſhes may grow cold with our 


hopes of their ſalvation ; and teſtimonies like this, 
Which are the foundation upon which ſuch pray 
ers are offered 1 in faith, ey be forgotten. But 


SO 
mn Acts ix. 31. | (J x Tim. ll. 1,—6. 
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let us ever bear in mind, that God willeth all men; 
(i. e. all ſorts and ranks of men) to be ſaved (m); and 
if we are keeping in view his grace to us, and the 
only ground of our hope and joy, we ſhall not re- 
ſpect probabilities, but believe that . God of theſe 
« ſtones is able to raiſe up children unto Abraham.” 
Indeed, our prayers are to be offered, not only for, 
their ſalvation, but for their good, and (above all) for 
their peaceable (n) government of their kingdoms. 
The intereſt which Chriſtians moſt highly prize is 
more promoted by peace under any fort of govern- 
ment, than by the moſt perfect government preceded 
by the tumult and diſtreſs which ever accompany 
the revolutions of ſtates. Hence almoſt any gover- 
nors are the miniſters of God for good to Chriſtians (o). 
We find it promiſed by Jeſus, that the calamities 
occaſioned by the hack of Jerufalera ſhould be 
ſhortened for the ſake of the ele& whom he had 
choſen and would fave (p). The truth hath the 
freeſt courſe () in peaceable times; and then, con- 
ſequently, is moſt glorified. And who: 18 there that 
loves the truth, - and loves God's deſigns of mercy 
---and loves his brethren after the fleſh,---who 
would not prefer this to outward freedom with all 
its advantages ? Whether then we have intereſt or 
capacity to judge on which fide (i. e. of the governors 
or of the governed) lies the infringement of juſtice, 
it matters not; {till our duty and our higheſt intereſt 
are clear in the criptures and to thele, W 
Tet us ſtudiouſly attend. 
2dly, The doctrine which bath been 4 
E from 


5 So mult the all men of this a "BY be eats; for 


85 theſe all come to the knoawledge of the truth, which can only be 


affirmed of all ſorts and ranks of men. 
1) See verſe 2. 

2) Rom. xii. 4. Of what other ſort of good was Nero a mi- 

niſter to the Chriſtians at Rome? | 


(2) * xxiv. 32: (1) 2 Thefl. 111. 1. 


11 


from the ſcriptures ſhews, that we are free from the 
authority of men in the things of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, -He who hath enjoined ſubjection to the 
powers that be in the things of this world, hath 
claimed this for himſelf in ſpiritual things. Here 
he reigns over his free ſubjects, their ſole and abſo- 
tute though moſt righteous Lord. Whenever then 
our rulers or other ſuperiors © in things ſeen and 
temporal,“ (our maſters and parents, for inſtance), 
dictate to us in that which relates to things unſeen 
and eternal, they ſtep out of their province ; and 
while we anſwer with the greateſt reſpect, we have 
yet nothing to ſay but this, Whether it is better 
ce to obey God or man, judge ye!“ The ſheep 
* of Jeſus hear the voice of their good Shepherd, 
c who laid down his life for them; they hear not 
the voice of a ſtranger, and a ſtranger will they 
„ not follow.” Were our earthly ſuperiors entitled 


to give us law in religion, they muſt have derived 


their right to do ſo from God; “ for there is no 
“ power but of him.” It muſt alſo belong to them 
to enforce their laws by penalties thought effectual 
for this purpoſe ; for laws without theſe are the 
voice of counſel, and not of authority. Thus we 
introduce the moſt bloody perſecution by every 
thought which favours the loweſt claims of men to 
guide or influence in any degree the things of the 
kingdom of Chriſt; under the ſanction, too, of 
Him © who ſent his beloved Son into the world, 
ce not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them (v). * 
Thoſe called Chriſtians may bluſh for ſuch arrogant 
pretenſions, when ſet beſide the conduct of pro- 
feſſed heathens. Whatever we ſay of the indiffe- 
rence diſcovered by the deputy of Achaia to all re- 
ligious matters (s), or of his cruel injuſtice in let- 
ting thoſe go free who beat Soſthenes before his 

judgment- 

(7) Labs ix. 56. (-) Acts xviii. 15. 
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E . I 
judgment: ſeat (), we muſt yet acknowledge that he 
ſeems to have well underſtood the proper limits of 
human authority, when he declared the deciſion of 
queſtions about the worſhip of God not to fall with- 
in the ſphere of a civil judge. © If it were a mat- 


ter of wrong or wicked lewdneſs, reaſon were, O 


6e ye Jews, that I ſhould bear with you; but if it 
is a queſtion of names and words, and of your 
% law, look ye to it, for I will be no judge in ſuch 
«© matters ().“ This doth not conclude againſt 
the reſtraint and puniſhment of evil actions commit- 


ted under the pretence of religion. Perſons guil- 


ty of ſuch actions are to be puniſned, not as reli- 


gious or irreligious perſons, but as evil-doers, In- 
deed, one would be at a loſs to ſce what purpoſe 


could be ſerved by any exerciſe of human authority 
in religion (if it may be ſo called), other than this, 


Authority differently exerciſed, can as little (we 
ſhould think) ſerve the intereſts of the kingdom of 
_ Chriſt as of worldly kingdoms.---It cannot ſerve the 
intereſt of the former; for obedience to Chriſt is the 
fruit of conviction and choice, brought about by the 

energy of God. Human authority, then, cannot add 


any ſubjects to his kingdom, tho? it may make hy- 


pocrites, and promote a misſhapen “ form of godli- 


3, 


<« nels without the power,” as it ever. hath done, 


« and by means of which the way of truth is evil 5 


<« ſpoken of (x), Indeed, even in the moſt ordi- 


nary caſe of perſuaſion and choice, it is plain (as a 


certain writer hath obſerved) that a caſtle may be 
aſſaulted by ſyllogiſms, with full as much effect as 


the mind by authority and force. But thoſe who 
argue for the uſe of them in the preſent caſe, be- 
_ ſides their inattention to this, ſeem not to conſider or 
to be acquainted with the glory and ſelf-evidence of 


„„ the 
() 14. verſe 11. (a) Id. verſe 12,16. (x) 2 Pet. 
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the truth by which Jeſus rules in the hearts of his 
people. This enters the mind, as light doth the 
eye, by its own brightneſs ; and if any thing laying 
claim to be received as this truth needs to borrow 
or accepts the offer of ſuccour from the world, it 
thus proves its claims to be falſe. « The gofp el 
« is the power of God unto ſalvation () And 
his power which is infinite, the ſource of all human 
power, and that on which it depends, is incapable, 
ſurely, of being propt up by what it produced and 
maintains in being. 

As little (may I be permitted to fay) doth it 
ſcem that the kings of this world can promote the 
Intereſts of their ſubjects or their own, by extend- 
ing their ſway to the things of the kingdom of Chriſt. 
The word of God hath never influenced any nation 
of this world as ſuch (2), nor have we reaſon to 
think it ever will; neither is it lawful to employ it 
in working on the ſuperſtition of mankind, or for 
Tecular purpoſes, (the bulk of whom it can affect 
only in this way, and for theſe purpoſes.) In truth, 
utility is the true ſtandard of morals to the majority 
of every kingdom: this is the moſt perfect obliga- 
tion which they feel. The good of government 


and of our fellow ſubjects is commonly ſo much in- 


terwoven with our own good in one ſhape or other, 
that this proves a ſufficient ſecurity for our good be- 
haviour; and whatever other ſecurity men may 
ſpeak of, to flatter their own pride and that of their 
neighbours, this is the ſafeſt hold which rulers and 
ruled think they have of one another in caſes the 
moſt 


( 7) Rom. i. 16. 
(=) It is ſtrange that a nation ſhould have be REY pe- 
culiarly under the influence of that religion, the diſtinguiſhing 
charaReriſtic of which is © Love TO ENEMIES,” —Whoie motto 
hath been Nemo me impune laceſet. | 


E 
moſt important (a). Thoſe in the kingdoms of 
this world who believe the goſpel, will be good 
ſubjects without the interpofition of human autho- 
rity to make them ſuch; and thoſe who do not, but 
profeſs they do, through the influence of authority 
and faſhion (which in religion is ever led by autho— 
rity,) are only trained up thereby to deceit, the 
notions of good and evil in their mind darkened, 
and rendered conſequently fo much worſe inſtead 
of better men in ſociety (6). 


(a) Philoſophers may ſpeculate abont the moral ſenſe, ho- 
NOur, and benevolence, natural to men: but thoſe who believe 
the ſcriptures, cannot think their theories worthy of much eſteem 
or conſideration. A late writer (whatever may be ſaid of his 
ſyſtem upon the whole) hath fully ſhcwn the inconſiſtency of 
what ts called honour with the faith of the goſpel: and if the mo- 
ral ſenſe includes an approbation of moral good, it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily lead to the ſupreme love of God, while the ſcriptures re- 
preſent all men as his enemies by nature, Rom. v. 10. Col. 1. 
21, &c. As to benevolence, we ſee Paul's account of himſelf 

and. of all men, Tit. iii. 34 The truth ſeems to be—We com- 
pliment the ſocial qualities of man, and the other qualities of his 
head and heart, with the invention of civil government ; and go- 
vernment amply returns the compliment by reſtraining or con- 
fining to his breait, where they dwell, his hatred, envy, ma- 
lice, and other evil principles. | | 


(a) © Any religion in a ſtate (ſays the great Monteſquicu) 


i better than none; it whitens with foam the only rein that 


can hold thoſe avho fear not human laws.” Perſons who re- 
ſpect human laws, can but ill judge concerning the reſtraints 
of thoſe who do not fear them; and it ſeems very extraordinary, 
that there ſhould be any who deſpiſe all preſent hopes and fears 
(in this ſenſe), and yet fear God! The ſcriptures ſay of all the 


world, that “ there is no fear of God before their eyes,” Rom. 


111, 18. But let us allow that men are awed by ſome ſenſe of 
that God whom they do not fear, and that religion may on 
this account be an uſeful ſtate- engine; ſtill, is there no medium 
between a compelled or eſtabliſhed religion, and an uſeleſs one ? 
Let government publiſh their religion, if they pleaſe; let it pre- 
vail, by its own force, over whom it may: but let them abſtain 
from all violent methods of addreſs. Let not the profeſſion of 
it open paths for a few to the natural rights of all: Let inte- 


ority 


There 


CU WJ] 
But whatever may be ſaid to this,---waether we 
ſhall look in vain for that daring genius to ariſe, 
who, forming his commonwealth on the true prin- 
ciples of unlimited freedom of mind, ſeeks not to 


move the things of this world by thoſe which are 


unſeen;---{till it remains an eternal truth, that we owe 
not ſubjection in theſe to any man on earth, what- 
ever they may claim and attempt to exerciſe. They 


may plead, that the things they enjoin are indifferent 
in themſelves. «+ We reject their plea---tor this 


* among other reatons, becauſe they are ſuch (c).“ 
There is nothing which Chriſt's ſubjects oblerve in 
his kingdom that is not of infinite importance. 
_« Whoſoever ſhall break one, the leaſt of his com- 
„ mands, and teach men fo to do, ſhall be called 
« leaſt in the kingdom of heaven (d).“ Chriſt's 


religion contains no circumſtantials which his people 


may obſerve if they pleaſe, or may neglect without 


diſpleaſing him.---Neither doth it avail, though it be 


ſaid, that “ the things commanded are not oppo- 


* fite to or inconſiſtent with Chriſt's commands.” 
Every human command in the things of Chriſt's 


kingdom is, as ſuch, inconſiſtent with bearing true 


allegiance to him. © Our worſhip of Jeſus is vain, 
if we teach”? or hold © as doctrines the com- 
“ mandments of men (e).“ Nothing hath power 
in Chriſt's kingdom but the word of him its King (J.) 


Antiquity--numbers---abilities. experience piety 


---theſe 


grity and abilities be rewarded wherever they are found: Let 
not conformity qualify for offices: Let hypocriſy receive as 
much diſcouragement, as that which is judged ſincere profeſſion 
receives of the contrary. Thus will all the good ariſe to the ſtate 
from their religion, which their religion can produce by its own 
Proper power and excellence (if it poſſeſſes any), and all the 
evils be prevented which enſue from hypocriſy and ſuperſtition. 
(c) Mr Locke's words in the Firſt Letter on Toleration. 


(4) Matth. v. 10. (e) Matth. xv. 9. (/) Eccl. 


viii. 4. 
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contempt of others to which they are ſo prone, and 


11 


---theſe and ſuch-like arguments go ſor nothing, when 


uſed to confirm any doctrine or to eſtabliſh any prac- 


tice in religion, or even to give them additional cre- 
dit and importance. Theſe things, indeed, call us to 
attend and to inquire; they call us to be accurate, 
cautious, and deliberate, in our inquiries. They 
ſhould prevent all raſh and poſitive aſſertions, until 
our inquiries be finiſhed :---but when they are fi- 
niſhed---when we are convinced by the evidence of 


{cripture that any thing 1s a truth of God---the moſt 
_ oppoſite ſayings of the greateſt number of the greateſt 


and wiſeſt men in the world ought not to ſhake our 
aſſurance (as if this were commendable modeſty), 
or to move us to conceal our conviction. Let us 
remember the divine complaints againſt “ thoſe 
* whoſe fear towards the Lord was taught by the 
“ precepts of men (g).“ Let us remember Chriſt's 
univerſal call, © Search the ſcriptures ();“ and 

his injunction to his diſciples, ** Call no men Maſter 


“ upon earth (z).” Let us not forget that his a- 
poſtles direct, not the aged only, or the learned, or 
the wiſe, among his people, but © every one” of : 


them---the youngeſt, the moſt illiterate and 8 — 
to © be fully perſuaded in his own mind (4); 

firming, that + Whatſoever is not of faith” 4 „ 
whatioever we do not believe to be lawful on the 


ground of divine teſtimony) “ is. fin (J).“ While 


we are jealous, then, over our own hearts,---while 
we watch againſt the pride and the ſeli-ſuſſicient 


by 


[() Ila. xxix. 1 13. (4) John v. 39. () Matth. 
xxill. 8. | | 

(4) Rom. xiv. 5. "Uo this elncigle the reformers ſeem to 
have ſet out: “ Mandatum Dei de confeſſione doctrinæ cogit 


« ſingulos recte ſentientes teſtari quod ſentiunt, et contradi- 


6 cere multitudini et gubernatoribus errantibus. 
Epiſtolæ Phil. Mclandthon, Lond. p. 79, 99. . 
0 Rom. xiv. 23. 


1 

by which the unbounded ſpirit of inquiry doth a- 
bove all things expoſe us to be tempted ;---let us 
not diſtruſt the Father of lights, by following the 
guidance of fallible men in religion. © If any man 
lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God, who giveth. 
<« liberally to all men, and upbraideth not; and it 
„ ſhall be given him: but let him aſk in faith, no- 
“ thing doubting (n).“ „ For if we being evil 
«© know how to give good gifts unto our children, 
c how ſhall not our heavenly Father give his holy 
<« Spirit to thoſe that aſk him ()?“ „ This then is 
« the confidence which we have, that if we aſk any 
thing according to his will, he heareth us (o).“ 
Having then, Dearly Beloved, ſuch exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, let us be encouraged 
to place the moſt unreſerved dependence upon him 
who made them; thus aſſerting our molt perfect 
independency on the wiſdom and authority of men 
in the things of the kingdom of Chriſt. 

2dly, We are enabled by this doctrine el 
hath been delivered, to judge with the greateſt cer- 
tainty concerning every ſociety or eſtabliſhment, 
which, while it poſſeſſes the name of ſpiritual and re- 
ligious, hath yet other or oppoſite characters than 
thoſe that we have ſeen to belong to the kingdom 
of Chriſt. If Jeſus here oppoſeth his own kingdom 
to that of Iſrael; then ſurely every eſtabliſhment 
called religious, but not altogether ſpiritual in its na- 
ture, ſtands in much greater oppoſition to it. This 
at once confutes the claim of national churches to 
be regarded as the kingdom of Chriſt : And what- 
ever encomiums may be paſſed upon the national 
church of Scotland in particular as the beſt of its 
kind, he who thinks ill of the reſt cannot conſiſt- 
ently heſitate to rank it among them. To ſet forth 
(1 James i. 2 8 (2) Luke xi. 13. (e) 1 John 
v. 14. ; 


E 
a very brief view of the chief grounds of this may 
not, brethren, be without its uſe. 


Our ſeparation cannot be juſtified upon lower 
principles. No ſubje& of Jeſus can lawfully depart” 


irom his viſible kingdom, whatever offences prevail 
there. They cannot remove, while Chriſt continues 
to dwell, to rebuke, and to call to repentance.--- The 

world, too, miſtake us for one of theſe hungry ſeas 
Who hate the national church becauſe they covet its 
_ endowments, and cannot hope to obtain them; while 


others, of greater good nature, ſee nothing between 


us, but a point of ſpeculation, on both fides of 
; which perſons may be right, and (as they ſay) 


cught to agree to differ. There are a few alſo who 


delire to hear upon the ſubject. On theſe accounts, 
one, for himſelf at leaſt, ſhall relate the concluſions 
to which his own mind hath come, upon a deliberate 


and fair compariſon (as he thinks) of the national 


church with Chriſt's own account of his kingdom. 
Set theſe beſide each other, and mark their reſem- 
blance! Are they like in the character of their mem- 
bers ?—in their government ?—in their privileges 
and glory ?—in the means of their erection, union, 
eſtabliſhment, and defence? 


Do all the members of whom this church is 
compoſed appear to be real Chriſtians? or, is it the 
principle, that they ſhould all be zudged ſuch? No, 
brethren! This cannot be the principle of any na- 


tional church : for the greater number in every na- 


tion is not of the church, but of the world; and the 
ruling powers will not ſurely eſtabliſh the religion of 
the leſs number. Perhaps it is faid, that all the 


members of the national church are faints by pro- 


feſſion---that all its miniſters ſubfcribe the confe/- 


Jeon Hand that all the members obſerve religious 


F ES 


(0 4 There are ſome very good medicines" , (ſaid the Arch- 
| biſhop 


1 


rites while they are deemed ſuch, But do they al- 


firm, that this perſuades even themſelves that all ſuch 
are Chriſtians? or will any in the leaſt acquainted 
with the nature of brotherly-love, declare all ſuch 

upon theſe accounts the objects of it by divine com- 


mand? On the contrary, is not this the place of 
the argument, where heir diſtinction between real 
and viſible Chriſtians is introduced---infilting that 
ſomething more than our liableneſs to miſtake obli- 
ges us to diſtinguiſh between them. Doth not the 
conſequence of all ſaid on this point tend to per- 
ſuade us, that the world is now become viſibly Chri- 
{tian? Hath not a Judaized Chriſtianity, indeed, in 
this and other reſpects, been eſtabliſhed among the 
_ Gentiles, in fo far as it could be ſhaped to the cir- 
cumſtances of this and other countries? Is not ſome 
fort of relation (external, yet religious, and ſimilar 
to that between all Iſrael and Jehovah) conceived 
to ſubſiſt between the Lord and thoſe in Chriſtian 
countries, (in this eſpecially), who are not even 
thought to be real Chriſtians? a relation which is 


not conceived to ſubſiſt between the Lord and un- ; 
| behevers 


| biſkop of Glaſgow, 8 to . Which ſome 
thought went againſt his conſcience) “ that cannot be chewed, 
e but mult be ſwallowed down. Since it is plain that a man 
cannot live in Scotland unleſs he does ſo, there is no room 


for examination,“ Burnet's O. T. vol. I. p. 134. folio. J 


How for this may apply elſewhere, let all judge whom it may 


concern. 

A writer, celebrated for the liberality of his ſentiments, 
hath lately defended the infamous deceit of thoſe who hold pre- 
ferments without believing the doctrines which they ſubſcribed 
as the term of obtaining them: See Mr Blackburne's Preface 
to his Four Diſcourſes. 8 of this caſt may be referred for 
their conviction to the tracts of their. friends!: See Mr Haller”; 

Addreſs to conforming Arians ; Cordial for Low Spirits, vol. II. 

p- 380.; and eſpecially Dr Duchall's paper on the Obligation 
of Truth, in the Theological Repoſitory, vol. II. p- 191. 
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the baptiſm of infants iſlue from the faith o 


48+ J 


believers in Japan or China (3). Do not theſe, fo 
related, conſtitute what is called the viſible church? 

By virtue of this, is not every infant born with- 
in the pale of this church, and ſaid to be bap- 
tized in token of it, the following not except- 
ed, namely, baſtards, foundlings, the children of 
avowed atheiſts, blaſphemers, &'c. by means of 
ſponſors, (a device, by the way, not only with- 
out foundation in ſcripture, but direQly ſubverſive 

of the ground on which infant-baptiſm reſts *?) 
Doth any one now hve in Scotland who hath pu— 


blicly renounced his baptiſm, and who in conſe— 


quence is not a member of the church by his own 
act? Who are removed from the church by the 


act of others? Where are the perſons caſt out of 


it for doubting or denying any of the doctrines 


of God (which are even of acknowledged impor— 


tance in the eye of the church), or for tranſgreſ- 


Ing any of his laws 1 Or are none ſuch to be 


„ found 


(7) Thoſe wha build national anche on this foundation, 
may pleaſe to conſider the enormous fabric of fiction which 


Dr Taylor hath raifed on the very ſame; — nor can the one be 
ſhaken, unleſs the other is torn up. The viſible church c99- 
nected ewith God by external ties ſomewhat ſpiritual, are juſt 


thoſe who are poſſeſſed of the Doctor's antecedent Bleſſings : 


and if we affirm, that theſe are the good things which accom- 


pany falvation, and not what may be found in thoſe who fall 
ſhort of it; then we mult alſo aſſirm, that thoſe who poſſeſs 


them are —— ſaved, and conſequently that the viſible churches 
of Chriſt are the congregations of ſuch as Shall be ſaved. See 


Acts 1 ji. 47. 
*I fay fo, becauſe all the lines of ar | in favour cf 
the parents as their 


center: but this device luppoles t the contrary, at leaſt its doubt. 
fulneſs. 

(+) See every one of theſe facts affirmed by the unexception- 
able evidence of Mr Stevenſon, i in a ſermon preached before the 
Society for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, and printed by 
their warm a _requelt ene in pages 42, 43. : In con- 

nection 


1 


found there? On the contrary, are there not many 
populous places (as this city, for inſtance), where no 
one for many years hath been cut off for the moſt 
groſs and notorious immoralities (f)? Are not the 
whole inhabitants, then, of Edinburgh, members of 
the church of Scotland,---Epiſcopalians, Seceders, 
Independents, &'c. not excepted, provided they 
pleaſe to be ſo ? Can either of the ſacraments be re- 
fuſed to ſuch, or to any perſon not excommunicated, 
without rendering the refuſers liable to an action of 
defamation (2)? Are not all termed Difſenters who 
frequent any place for worſhip but thoſe eſtabliſhed 
by law---even though neither their parents nor 
themſelves were ever members of the national 
church by any perſonal and voluntary deed ?---Such, 
then, is the ſtate of the church of Scotland with 
reſpect to the character of its membert both 1 in prin- 
ciple and in fact. 


Is there any likenefs bets it and Chriſt's 
kingdom in its government? Judge, brethren, by 
the well- Known lenſe of that phraſe, * The laws of 
| | the 


nection with which account, we may read what he ſays page 29. 
* It may be deemed a vain thing to expect that diſcipline 
* ſhould be exerciſed in the church according to the goſpel- 
& plan: Perhaps (adds he) it is.“ 
() I remember, on the very day I reſigned my charge, a 
perſon was at the bar on a charge of adultery. A very re- 
ſpectable member of preſbytery, before whoſe ſeſſion the proof 
was taken, (for be it known, reader, that a kirk-ſeſſion can- 
not judge in a caſe of adultery), informed us, that though he 
had been eighteen years a miniſter of Edinburgh, this was the 
firſt caſe of diſcipline he was ever concerned 1n, and hoped it 
ſhould be the laſt, The Doctor will in my mention of 
this, as he certainly did not mean it to be kept a ſecret. 

(a) I can only affirm this on the authority of ſome of the 
moſt learned and experienced miniſters in Scotland, who gave 
me this information at a time when a complaint was lodged a- 
gainſt me to the Preſbytery, for refuſing to baptize the child 
of two parents, of whoſe Chriſtianity I did not think 1 had 
{criptural evidence. | 


I 45 1] 
e the church.” Are not acts of Parliament and of 
Aſſembly theſe laws ? Whatever are the different 
opinions as to the former, doth any one doubt that 
they adually rule the church, and that the /atter 
are profeſſedly its ſtanding laws? What elſe are pled 
upon in all eccleſiaſtical conteſts ?---What figure 
would a member of the General Aſſembly make 
who came there with the New Teſtament in his 
hand, and quoted the laws of the apoſtles to the 
_ churches, declaring that none other could be ac- 
knowledged as their ruler but Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that none elſe delivered his laws? If, proceeding 
to pour contempt on all the laws of men about 
religion, and on all their judgments of expediency 
or of the contrary, he reproached the deſertion 
of his profeſſed ſubjects ; would he not ſoon be 
called to order by the violent? and even admo- 


mihed by the grave, „ that his quotations were not 
in point; that the church was then in its in- 
fancy, but that now eit was differently circum- 


* ſtanced ; that the apoſtles had directed nothing 
„ more but that all things ſhould be done decently 


and in order; that they had left its external polity * 
to the wildom of future ages; and though it was 


« true that he might vote accord ing to the ſcrip— 
tures, that he muſt remember his commiſſion bore 
$6: allo the conſtitutions of t his national church, where 
« their ſenſe of ſcripture was only to be found (x)? 


Here, 


465 ) How very oppoſite theſe 3 are to thoſe of the 
firſt reformers, may be ſeen from the following extract. 
„When contraverſy happeneth- or the reformation of 
« any abuſe within the kyrk of God, we ought not to look 


« what men hefore us have ſaid or done, but 1 unto that which - 


the Holy Ghoſt uniformly ſpeiketh within the body of the 


&« ſcriptures, and unto that which Chriſt Jeſus himſelf did and 


4 commandit to be done.“ See Confeſſion belevit and profeſſit 
be the Proteſtantis of Scotland, ſet forth to the parliament 
1560, 
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Here, then, are mens laws, nay, the ſenſe of theſe 
by the men preſent, paramount in the church (y). 
Here 1s the whole body declaring government by 
theſe, in all its different degrees of ſubordination, 
to be founded vn the word of God, and agreeable there- 
unto ; and ſolemnly promiſing to affert, maintain, and 


de; 'end the fame (2.) Voth this, brethren, bear the 
leait 


1560, $18. But indeed many parts of this confeſſion dif- 
fer from that of the Weſtminſter aſſembly : Sce particular- 
ly g 12, and 13, concerning Faith, and the Notes of the true 
Kirk. 

() Hear the words of no mean advocate for modern Hob- 
biſm: It is agreeable to the mind to act according to its 
oven ideas, (N. B. this is ſpoken of religion): But we ſhould 
remember, that when men enter into ſociety (. e. religious 
6“ ſociety), they virtually reſign part of their liberty as the moſt 
* effectual means of ſecuring what they think eſſential to their 


60 happineſs,” p. 25, See more to the ſame purpoſe in Obfer- 


. vations on the overture 1768 concerning patronage. It is pretty 
generally believed, that this writer ſpeaks the ſenſe of the mo- 
derate party (who are thought the majority) of the church of 
Scotland : and here we ſee, that the advantages of a national 
church are purchaſed at the expence of liberty of conſcience. 
The conduet of theſe gentlemen i is very conſequential who de- 
poſed one of their number for exerciſing his private judgment 
in the affairs of eccleſiaſtical obedience - conſiſtently indeed, for 
this is an alienated right!! ! Vide Formula 1711. 

(2) And indeed the moſt of them are faithful to their promiſe. 


— Even when ſuperior courts determine in queſtions againſt the 


ſentiments of individuals (i. e. as they mutt think againſt the 
ſcriptures ), there are inſtances of obedience to them by theſe very 
perſons ; who as members of the body conceive themſelves obli- 


| ged. only by the public conſcience. Even the moſt Cd wes 


teve themſelves by a proteft, and then calmly acquieſce ; ſtill 


walking as brethren with thoſe who are attempting to over- 


throw the {ſcriptures (in their opinion), and who are enemies 
(as J have been told from their own mouths) to the croſs of 


Chrift, Nay, although no inferior courts can aſſume the le- 


giſlatſve power, according to their own conſtitution, there are 
inftances of ſubjection to t \ Pr when they did ſo; in cafes, too, 
oppoſite (as is thought) to the intereſts of religion, and there- 
fore to the glory and the will of God. Did any ef the Synod 


cf 


F 

leaſt likeneſs to that ſociety diſtinguiſhed by this 
motto, * One is our maſter, even Chriſt, and we 
« are all brethren?” 

Let us turn our eyes from this to the privileges on 
the national church. Is there hee the reſemblance 
ſought! We know what they call their privileges; 
but what ſort of privileges are theſe, which are com- 
mon to. all the world? Another ſort of privileges 


indeed it confers ; abridged, it is true, in theſe free- 


thinking times, but ſtill not without their value. 


But do theſe liken it to Chriſt's kingdom? doth 


admiſſion here qualify any one © to buy or fell“ upon 
earth ? Doth the mark of the croſs, or that of the 
beaſt, ſave the character of him who wears it ? and 


which of theſe is accompanied with eaſe and ho- 


nour in this world? Thee, or ſome things like 


them, are privileges which men receive as members 
of the national church in more places than one of 


this world: but they : are unknown! in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Hence their diſimilarity i in that which is Ae 
glory. No church is more glorious than thole who 


compole it, than he who rules them, than that 


which his ſubjedts enjoy as ſuch : here ſhines the 
glory of the kingdom of Chriſt.— Unlike this in 
them all, the national church hath no ſuch glory. 
They may ſpeak of the purity of its faith, while the 
molt zealous among them lament that it is to be 
{cen in a book, but not to be heard in the diſcour- 
ſes of moſt a): They may ſpeak of the rays of 


VOY = 


of Lothian tranſpreſs oh ſynodical prohibition. againſt em- 


ploying Mr Whiteſield? or do they now venture to preach 1 in 


Lady Glenorchy's chapel? 

(a) A gentleman well acquainted ih the ſtrain of 2 
ing in the national church, hath given this account of it: 
“Are the doctrines of the goſpel preached in our church ? 
Let our pulpits, now . occupied by Socrates, Plato, 

66 TP" 
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royal favour in which it baſæs: They may vaunt the 
increaſing literary fame of its clergy ; and to this its 


riſing ſons may be pointed as the path to renown in 
the church (5): They may glory, that their mini- 
ſters, touching the righteouſneſs which is in the law, 
are blameleſs; and have not, in any number worth 
reckoning, been ſubject to cenſure tor crimes. Ihe 


church 


« Epictetus, and even by Portius Cato or Hamlet, demon- 
« ſtrate the unwearied care of our paſtors to feed their flocks 
„ with the bread of eternal life, while their perpetual efforts 
to ſoar above the underſtanding of the common people e- 


« vince their imitation of him whom the common people heard 


« gladly.” See Preface to An advice to a Daughter, by Mr 


David Hume, Edi. 1773. 


(b) See a ſermon preached before the Synod of Lothian, by 


Dr Carlyle, Almoner to the King, p. 37, 38. | 
It is not intended to depreciate human learning: doubtleſs, the 
eminence of our countrymen 1n all its branches, 1s one of the 


greateſt glories of our age. But learning, tho? the glory of a 


country, is not the glory of a church. The glory of the church 


was moſt conſpicuous, when “ not many wiſe'' were its members 


or made any profeſſion of religion at all: and however uſeful it 


certainly may be in the teachers of a church, it can by.no means 


be conſidered as an eſſential qualification for the office, without 
impeaching the perfection of thoſe rules given the churches for 
the choice of their paſtars and teachers, among which we do 
not find this marked. The firſt and greateſt miniſters of Chriſt 
were ignorant and unlearned men,” nor did their fuperna- 
tural endowments make them otherwiſe eſteemed by the Greeks, 


with whoſe learning (i. e. with all polite learning) they were. 
as much unacquainted as before. Indeed the ſtudies of moit 


ſtudents in divinity, ſupply as little the want of theſe gifts, as 


| theſe gifts ſupplied the wants of theſe firſt miniſters in the arts 


and ſciences. Of what uſe can a little heathen philoſophy and 
politics—a bit of dry ſyſtem—a ſuperficial acquaintance with 
the atlieiſtical and deiſtical controverſies —and perhaps an haſty 
peruſal of Dr Moſheim's church- hiſtory of what uſe can theſe 
be, in teaching men the way to eternal life, or in edifying the 
church of God? True learning, which can be applied to the 


opening of the ſcriptures, is indeed moſt valuable: but is this 


that which is generally cultivated, recommended, or poſſeſſed? 
or indeed is it uſual for many of thoſe who do poſſeſs it, to ap- 
ply it to this purpoſe? | | Br, 
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ſent ; and were the queition even put to the parents 
brought as their infants, and perhaps their parents 
of emigration caught none of them; and thus have 


they grown up in their native ſoil and their national 
church, from race to race, ſucceſſors e 


form (d), and how was it rendered the national 


ſecond refor ming period (as it hath been called), or even with * 


church of Jeſus, without any ſuch pretenſions, [ 
treading even on the glory which is borrowed from 
the ſun and next it in ſplendor, appears clothed 
with all this brightneſs itfelf, and on her head the 
crown of twelve ſtars (c.) 
To aſk, . What hath raiſed or gathers the national 
* church,” is almoſt unneceffary, after we have ſeen 
that perſons are brought there without their own con- 


who brought them, to moſt it would not be eaſy to 
find an anſwer. They themſelves, it may be, were 


for generations before in the lame way; the ſpirit 


tempers, poſſeſſions, and religion. But how 
came this religion among us at firſt in its proteſtant 


profeſſion ? The one of theſe queſtions receives an 
anſwer very different from that to be given the o- 


ther: God brought his word among us; he, too, 


opened the eyes of men to diſcern it; and they 
confeſſed what they ſaw by his power (0. Alas! 
G had 


(e) Rev. xii. 1. | 

(4) It is worthy of remark, that an antiquarian of charge. 
ter, and certainly diſintereſted on this head, hath thus wrote 85 0 
concerning the firſt religious in this country: „ The preſby- 1 
&« terians, and thoſe who favour the order of biſhops, have 1 
« claimed the Culdees as belonging to their reſpective parties. 's 
„The controverſy hath been agitated on both fides with ob- | 
& ſcure and angry argumentation. I imagine that the Culdces 
either were, or withed to be, Independents.” 


Annals of Scotland, by Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes, page 95. N 


(e) Any one who is at pains to compare the early declara- 
tions and 080 of the firſt reformers, with thoſe of the 


their | 
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K aeg ene men elſewhere to the ideas of liberty of conſcience, 


E 1 


had they ever adhered to their profeſſion, and, ab- 


horrent of carnal weapons, uſed ſuch only as are ſpi- 


ritual and mighty thro* God! But this they did not. 
Solicitous for the favour of the nobles, and the ſup- 
port of the prince---the avarice and ambition of the 
one, and the fears of the other, gained them to their 
ſide (J.) Penal laws were enacted againſt whatever 
they thought falſe religion: Uniformity thus enfor- 
ced, was thought according to the will and for the 
glory of God ; nay, all who made not a profeſſion 
of true religion were deemed rebels to the king (g). 
To this ſucceeded civil ſanctions to ſpiritual ſentences ; 
ordinances againſt non-communicants, againſt thoſe 
who did not bring their children to baptiſm, and thoſe 
i Who did not attend the eſtabliſhed church, or even 
the worſhip of their own pariſh (b) Learning, the 
revival and progreſs of which opened the minds of 


made fo flow a progreſs in its more liberal branches 
in this part of the iſland, that, even in the preſent 
century, theſe penal laws were the voice of the na- 
tional church; and the oblivion to which the ſtate 


_ configned them at the Revolution, was, with the 


tolcration act, and that reſtoring patronage, its 
greateſt 


their own, after they were joined by the body of the nobles, 
and received the countenance of government, will perceive the 
eateſt difference between them. 


(/) One need only look into Knox or Dr Robertſon, to be 


convinced of this. Of the former, ſee fol. edit. p. 98,—100, 


2.56, 366, &c. Of the latter, vol. I. 4to edit. p. 214; 3113 
351, &c. 

(g) Act 47. Parl. 3. King James VI. Which law (fays a 
ſage relator) contributed no 160 to the ſtability of the throne, 
than to the ſecurity of religion!!! See alſo Knox 254, and Ro- 
bertſon, I. 206. 

(5) See Acts of Aſſembly, 1642. Seſſ. 7. Act 3. Sect. Ll, 
and 6. and the Acts of Parliament there referred to. Alſo, 
ditto 1642. Seſſ. ult. Alfo ditto 1645, and 1647. 349. 
350.—1648, 4312 &c. 
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greateſt grievance (i.) Thus, however, they pro- 


duced their effect. Obſolete, or rather unobſerved, 
as they now are, to them is the paſt and the preſent 
uniformity of the kingdom in religion to be aſcri. 
bed. They introduced the national habit, and this 
perpetuates itſelf, Hence is their revival unncceſ- 
ſary. To compare ſmall things with great---the 


nation (like boys in the higheſt form at ſchool, who 


repeat their leſſon, though they have forgot the 
grammar-rules by which at firſt they learned it) ;-- 
the nation, I ſay, has been trained (4) up by penal 


laws, its religious manners are now formed, the 


character is fixed, and they are forgotten becauſe 
there is no more occaſion for them. To theſe, how- 
ever, the friends of ſtate- religion may look back as 
the means of erecting the national church, on the 


tide of which the power that enacted them ſtill 


continues (/), This is ſtill eſtabliſhed by law; the 
G 2 king 


6% see Ade of Aﬀembly, 1700, AR 5:4 and 101, 
Act q. See alſo Addreſs of the Commiſſion 1712, and the Me- 


morial of the Aſſembly 1715, to King George I. 
(„%) This age hath produced a defence, and indeed a very 
ingenious one, "of the Art of training to Religion: See Mr Ste- 


venſon's Society-ſermon 1772. The proper means of this (ac- 
cording to him) are not only inſtruction, perſuaſion, and ex- 
ample; but authority.“ Thus (ſays the writer) are men bred 


« to letters, to arts, to manufactures, to every profeſſion and 
“ buſineſs in ſociety. Why ſhould religion be excepted?” Me- 
thinks this modern preacher might bake hands with the honeſt 
old biſhop of Tours, who, in relating the endeavours of Chil- 
peric king of France to convert a Jew, thus writes: © Iratus 
rex eum cuſtodiæ mancipari juſſit, ſcilicet ut quem credere 


«c roluntaric non poterat, ſaltem credere faceret vel ;nvitum.” 
Gregor, Turon. lib. 6. § 17. 


(/) In the addref of the General Aſſembly 1643 to the 


Eſtates of Parliament, in order to forward the league with . 


England, the reader will find the following words in 9g 3.“ We 


_ « ſtand obliged (ſay they) to England for old kindneſs, being 


in the ſame poſture er that they are now; for in 1 4 
$0 an 


13 N 
king is ſtill defender of the faith (m) ; religion ſtill 
ſaſely repoſes under the ſhadow of his coronation- 
oath, and his aſſurances are annually repeated that 
he will preſerve its rights inviolate. . 

Such, tven, is the contraſt, which appears | in 
every point of view, between the kingdom of Chriſt 
and the national church. Is the picture, brethren, 
of the latter, thrown too much into the ſhade, or 
its ſeveral parts drawn with indecent freedom? All 
that ſhall be ſaid to thoſe who may think ſo, is this: 
That the whole is copied from the life; in which caſe, 
the pencil cannot be blamed which fairly traces the 
likeneſs of the deformed original. Many a.day have 
I fat, wiſhing its features to wear a fairer aſpect in 
mine own eye; but truth muſt prevail over thoſe 
wiſhes to which an erring kindnels for one's ſelf or 
for others gives birth. Nothing hath been ſpoken, 
which, in the beſt judgment of the ſpeaker, is not 
according to truth. But this cannot, and ſhould 
not, decide the matter. The ſcriptures are in every 
hand, where the words of God are open to every 
eye. Theſe decide for us, whether or not we in- 
cline them to do ſo; and this conſideration, me- 
thinks, ſhould move us, laying aſide eyery other 
ſtandard of judgment or rule of compariſon, to 
betake- ourſelves to theſe alone, which are fully as 
plain, and infinitely more ſure than the beſt of chem, 
In ſcarching the ſeriptures, we ſhall receive of 
mo 


.. ad 1557, the Eſtates of this land unde and found the of. | 

% fiſtance of an army from England, whereby they expelled 

the French, made the peace at. Leith, held the Parhament 
1273 560, and efabliſh iſhed the religion.” 

n) This title, though the property of our ſovereign only as 

King of England, (and, by the way, not very honourably acqui- 


red), may be given him alſo as king of Scotland, when we re- 

collect the engagements by which he is bound to ſupport the 
religion of this nation, eſpecially if the words of theſe are read 
wicllout King William's commentary. | 


1 33 * 


moſt verſed inſtruction in this and every other part 


of the will of God, although that may often iſſue in 


Keproof and correction both to thoſe who ſearch and 
to others, But we do not think of them, as of the 
words of eternal life, if we are unwilling to receive 
them all, however much they may at preſent morti- 
iy our minds, or. affect our outward intereſts, For 
the aſſiſtance, however, of Chriſt's diſciples in their 


ſearch, it may be recommended to them, not only 


to compare the national church with the account of 
Chriſt's kingdom in the ſcriptures, but with that alſo 
of the kingdom of antichriſt : For every point of 
unlikeneſs to the one, is a point of reſemblance to 
the other (2). This is as clearly revealed as that :--- 
not, 


r (2) Some, perhaps, may conſider what follows with leſs 


prejudice, if they firſt peruſe the following g prediction of reaſon, 


(may it not be called ſo?) „ The, moment (ſays a molt inge- 
“ nious writer) any religion becomes national or eſtabliſhed, its 
«« purity muſt certainly be Joſt, becauſe it is then impoſſible | to 


+ keep it unconnected with mens intereſts ; and if connected, 


« it muſt inevitably be perverted by them. Whenever tem- 
„ poral advantages are annexed to religious profeſſion, they 
« will be ſure to call in thoſe who have no religion at all, 


„ Knaves will embrace it for the ſake of intereſt ; fools will 


&« follow them for the ſake of faſhion; and when once it is in 
„ theſe. hands, Omnipotence itſelf can never preſerve its pu- 
<« rity. That very order of men who are maintained to ſup-— 
port its intereſts, will ſacrifice them to their own : and be- 
« ing in poſſcfſion of all its promiſes and terrors, and having 
« the tenderneſs of childhood, the weakneſs of age, and the 
« ignorance of the vulgar, to work upon; I ſay, theſe men, 
«c relied with all theſe powers, yet being but men, will not 


fail to convert them to the ſelfiſh ends of their own avarice 


« and ambition, and conſequently to the total deſtruction of 


« its original purity. From it they will lay claim to powers 


« which it never deſigned them, and to poſſeſſions to which 
CL they have no right. „ 
60 * Hence mult ariſe hierarchies, inquiſitions, and Po- 
„ pery ; for Popery is but the conſummation of that tyranny which 
every eligious stem in the hands of men is in ee 2 

„ uit 


„ * „ „ * * * 
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not, perhaps, in ſome things yet future, and non- 
eflential to this inquiry; but in theſe great and diſtin- 
guiſhing circumſtances, the completion of which we 
can already trace without much danger ot miſtake (o). 
This all will allow in that part of theſe which doth 
not affect themſelves. All allow, for inſtance, 
that © the little hom”? of Daniel, or“ the beaſt” of 
John, is to be ſought in the weſtern part of the 
Roman empire (p). And there indeed is its ſeat: 
for the © ſeven heads” of the animal are emblematic 
of the © ſeven mountains“ on which Rome is built; 
and allo of its © ſeven kings,” or forms of govern. 
ment, which preceded “ the eighth head,” or the 
preſent eccleſiaſtical form, “ that now goeth into 
* perdition (.) Upon theſe mountains ſits the 
woman whole name is, MYSTERY, BABYLON 

THE GREAT, THE MO THER OF HARLOTS 
AND 


« ſuit of, and ewhoſe e they are all ready to adept wen- 
&« ever they are fortunate enough to meet with its ſucceſs.” This 
tyranny cannot ſubſilt without fierce and formidable oppoſition, 
from whence innumerable ſects, ſchiſms, and diſſentions, will 
lift up their contentious heads, each gaping for that very power 
which they are ightang.” — co :-3,. 3.4 by 
MM * * * *All theſe evils are 
but the Is conſequences of the national eſtabliſhment of 
any religion which God can communicate to man, in whoſe 
hands its divinity can never Jong preſerve its purity, or keep 
it unmixed with his imperfections, his folly, and his wicked- 
neſs! ! [1 | 


Free Inquiry into the Origin of E vil, p. 184. by Soame Jenyns, Eſg. 
| one of the preſent Lords of Trade. | 


4 >) Thoſe who labour under oreſudices: with refnec to this 
9 fe would do well to peruſe the r of biſhop Hurd's moſt 
ingenious diſcourſes on Prophecy, entitled Prejudices againſt 
the Doctrine of Antichriſt. 
(%) Dan. vii. 8, 20, 24, 25, &c. Rev. xiii. tot. &c. And ſee 
Mede, Jurieu, Sir Iſaac Newton, Biſhop Newton, and more 
lately Biſhop Hurd and Dr Halifax's diſcourſes at the Lecture 
founded by the Biſhop of Glouceſter. 
0. Rev. xvli. 7,18, 


E 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH (H. 


But though her throne is here, is her influence no 
farther extended ? 

Why is ſhe termed the Harbt, but becauſe, while 
profeſſing herſelf the ſpouſe of Jeſus (i. e. the church), 
and in this reſpect diverſe from other earthly powers, 
ſhe yet courts the alliance and obtains the favour of 
<« the kings of the earth,“ with whom ſhe is hence 
ſaid * to commit fornication ( 5)! p” 

Is not her name © Babylon,” to repreſent der as 
the antitype of that ancient power who were © mad 
« upon their idols, and whoſe cup made all the 
World drunken Of * And is not all obedience to 
men in Chriſt's kingdom, all inordinate minding 
of earthly things, and all ſelf-invented worſhip of 
God according to the mode of the nations, idola- 
try (); 

Is not this kingdom of antichriſt a perſecuting 
kingdom, “ drunk with the blood of the faints,” 
while aſſuming the form of godlineſs (x)? And can 
we exculpate the national church of Scotland from 
ſomething like the ſame charge, if we think of its 
| 9 and former hiſtory (0)? 
Whence 


9 Id. iv. (-) Id. xvii. 3, 9. (* Jer. J. 38. 
li. 7. Rev. xvil. 2, Xviii. 3. 1 
(2) Coloff. iii. 5. Phil. iii. 19. Deut. xii. 30, —32. which 
laſt is not merely an injunction againſt the prefeſſed idolatrous 
worſhip of other gods, but IROAN the worſhip of the true with 
the rites of the falſe. 
Rev. xvii. 6. Dan. vii. 25. 

Y This may be thought a hard charge, but it requires no 
bend proof to make it good. Indeed it might be reſted 
upon the ſingle fact of its being an eſtabliſhed church. Every 
church and every religion deſerves equal and impartial protec- 
tion, unleſs it proves hoſtile to the ſtate by thoſe deeds of its 
members which flow from their religion. The privileges and 
protection, then, of any one, cannot be extended beyond thoſe 
of others, without racing them. But the the Preſent queſtion 

is 


1 
Whence had “ the beaſt its 85 and ſtrength, 
« put 


is a matter of fact, and not of theory. Was not the national co- 
venant impoſod 4 pain of confiſcation of goods ? Doth it 
not enjoin the extirpation of ſectaries and ſchiſmatics by forct- 
ble means? Did not all the men who framed the conſtitution, 
treat every kind of toleration as a falſe doctrine? Did not Mr 
Rutherford and Mr Gilleſpie in particular, two of our Com- 
miſſioners to the Weſtminſter Aſſembly write againſt the la w- 
fulneſs of tolerating any opinion inconſiſtent with Calviniſm 
and claſſical Preſbytery, and for the impoſition of the cove- 
nants on the unwilling? Is not the following the ſentiment of 
Mr Baillie (the ableſt man of the three, who was at the bot- 
tom of the whole church-arrangements of the times)? “ Mr 
« Maxwell (the former biſhop of Roſs) has printed at Oxford 
* fo deſperately malicious an invective againſt our aſſemblies 
and preſbyteries, that however I could hardly conſent to 
„the hanging of Canterbury himſelf (biſhop Laud), yet 1 
could give my ſentence freely againſt that unhappy liar's life. 
« If God go on a little, ſuch incendiaries, and overthrowers 
of kings, parliaments, and 7 will be gotten charm- 
* ed.” [See his Letters, vol. I. p. 39.] Is not f e Magiſtrates 
power circa ſacra thus deſcnbed by 14 London divines, who 
were altogether of one mind with our countrymen? © It is 
4% (ſay they) defenſive, diatactic, coactive, cumulative, circa 
« ſacra, though not in facris”” | Fus Divin. Miniſter. ] | 
To all this an advocate for the national church hath replied, 
that this was indecd the caſe in the laſt century in all national 
churches : „But now the minds of men (ſays he) have become 
calm and ſteady under a legal government; enthuſiaſm has 
„ been tempered with Chriſtian charity; and the Church of 
© Scotland has demonſtrated, that uniformity is an idea of 
„ weak and vulgar minds.” [See Dr Carlyle's Synod Sermon, 
p. 19.] But the Doctor will pleaſe to remember, that the co- 
venant is {till a part of the ecc/efaſtic conſtitution (though an- 
nulled in its civil effects by the Toleration Act 1712:) See Act 
9. Aſſem. 1701. He will pleaſe to remember what the Aſſem- 
bly 1715, ſaid againſt this Act: “ We account ourſelves ag- 
Gs grieved by feb a large and boundleſs toleration * * 
ce * *, which doth not reſtrain the diſſeminating the moſt. 
% dangerous rom, by gang a onen of faith or ſub- 
| ſcription; 
+ The Marquis of Himilton, 154 ſome others, ofoling to fign it, the 
Committee of Eſtates ordered their lands and their perſons to be ſeized; with 


en to kill all thoſe who made reſiſtance. Ropin, vel. XII. P. 134. 
90. 


1 
but from the Kings of the earth, who in this had 
| „ one 


&« ſcription to the doctrinal articles of the eſtabliſhed church, 
as is required of the diffenters in England. It alſo weakeneth 
the diſcipline of the church, by withdrawing the concur-" 
« rence of the civil magiſtrate.” The Doctor, and all con- 
cerned, may allo pleaſe to re-peruſe the words they have ſub- 
{cribed as ent, in the ſcriptures, and agreeable d them: 
„The civil magiſtrate hath authority, and it is his duty, to 
& take order, that unity and peace be preſerved in the church; 
that the truth be kept pure and entire; that all blaſphemies 
and hereſies be ſuppreſſed, all corruptions and abuſes in wor- 
« ſhip and diſcipline prevented or reformed, and all ordinances 
&« of God duly ſettled, adminiſtered, and obſerved. For the 
better effe&ting whereof, he hath power to call ſynods; to 
«© be preſent at them; and to provide, that whatever is tranſ- 
« acted therein, be according to the mind of God.” Confe/-. 
ſi9n, chap. 33. 5 3. They may alſo read Ezra vii. 26,—28. 

Lev. xxiv. 16. Deut. xiti. 5,—12. as the illuſtration of their 
meaning, being the places of fcripture which they quote in fup- 
port of their doctrine! ! After this, doth the paſſage above, 

ta which this note refers, need an apology? If I am told, that 
the fadt is againſt this, that religious liberty flouriſhes in per- 
fection, and that no oppreſſion for conſcience fake is known 
J allow it: but doth this low from the genius of our eccleha 
ſtic, or the freedom of our civil, conftitution? The AR, refer- 
red to above, (Act 6. 100 Annz), © doth prohibit the civil 
* magiſtrate to compel any perſon or perſons to appear when 
% fummaned before them for penalties incurred by ſentences of 
„the church; and difcharges all penalties, forfeitures, or diſ- 
e abilities, fo incurred; and declares it to be free and lawful 
« for all the ſubjects in this part of Great Britain to aſſemble 
&« for divine ſervice without any difturbance, and to ſettle their 
« congregations in what towns or places they ſhall think fit to 
5 cuſs, — 

This is our ſecurity! a ſecurity inconfiftent with the laws 
of the church; though, to do juſtice to mott of its preſent 
- miniſters and members, I believe quite according to their ( 

teric ) ideas (if I may call them fo) of the rights of conſcience. 
But doth this redargue the charge of perſecution againſt the 
church of Scotland, any more than the following extract doth 

the ſame charge when offered againſt the church of Rome, with 
which I ſhall conchude this long note? “„ The church hath the 
character of a perſecuting church, becauſe many of her mi- 
« niſters ſhew an over ardent zeal.—A good cauſe porn +3 
| | | h | | « ſelf; 


E 
* one mind?” (2) And is not this influence and di- 
ſtinction the daily boaſt of thoſe who glory over un- 
eſtabliſhed ſeCts ? Rn {7 
Is not “ the woman arrayed in purple and ſcar- 
* let colour, and decked with gold and precious 


< ſtones,” to ſignify her worldly ſplendor ? Is it the 


Joy or the grief of our church, that ſhe poſſeſſes of 
this ſo little, altho? titles, precedence, and a living, all 
of which are great objects to moſt of thoſe who get 
them, are yet to be acquired in her ſervice (a)? 

Again: Is not the introduction and continu- 
ance of the Gentiles in the outer court of the 
the temple an effect of the reign of antichriſt, laſt- 
| ” ing 


 « ſelf; ſo that religion has only need of ſhewing herſelf with 


<« her proofs, her traditions, works, and meekneſs, in order 

C to create reſpect. [Letters of Pope Clement XIV.] 

(3) Rev. xvii. 13. 5 5 . 
(a) Rev. xvii. 4. — It may ſeem very abſurd to charge the 

church of Scotland with affecting worldly diſtinctions, while it 

has been boaſted by ſome, and lamented by others, that it poſ- 

ſeſſed ſo few of them. But the queſtion is, Whether Jeſus hath 


not prohibited his diſciples to receive or deſire, as ſuch, pre-emi- 


nence or rewards of any worldly kind, in any degree?—Un-. 


doubtedly thoſe who preach the goſpel, are to live by the go- 
| ſel, i.e. by its power on the minds of their brethren, diſpo- 
ling them to communicate to their wants in all good things ac- 
cording to their ability : but hath Chriſt commanded his peo- 
ple to treat their teachers as gentlemen, and to make them rich, 


for their work? or, is it lawful for theſe to deſire, or even to 


receive this, from the world, who feel not the power of the go- 


ſpel? The rewards of the ay are little eſteemed in theſe 


days of ambition and luxury, by thoſe who ſee them from an 
higher fituation. Such do not know how they look to the 
lower ranks, who view them at a diſtance with an awe, and an 
envy, diminiſhing daily, but ſtill conſiderable. Were it known, 
too, through what a tireſome courſe of labour and contempt 
moſt of the candidates for theſe commonly paſs to this long- 
wiſhed-for goal; what injuries they digeſt, and what ſhapes of 
character they put on, with the hopes of preferment ;—and with 


what inward ſatisfaction they hug themſelves when ſafely poſ- 


ſeſſed of a preſentation ;z—the world in general would alter their 
opinion of the matter.. 9 5 


„ 

ing too, its twelve hundred and ſixty prophetic 
days (5)? and is not this likeneſs ſtriking at firſt 
ſight, without ſtraining it the length of Rome or of 

any Catholic country? To 
Can the court of the temple which yet is without, 
and is trodden under the feet of thoſe worſhippers 
in form but heathens in fact, be meaſured by the 
rod which is the word of God (c)? And what par- 
tiſan of our viſible church conſents that it ſhould be 
meaſured in all its parts by the ſcriptures, or that 
the pattern of the Lord's houſe alone in thele, 
ſhould determine all diſputes about it (d)? 
Do not the two witnefles of God propheſy in 


_ ſackcloth through the ſame influence and during 


the ſame period (e)? And are not human compo- 
ſitions exalted among us as the ſtandards of the 


church? Are not human diſcourſes, confeſſedly mix- 
ed with error, conceived to be of ſuperior eſſica- 


cy to the holy word of God read pure and by it- 

ſelf (J)? Is not the reading of the ſcriptures in pu- 
„ „„ | blic 
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4) The moſt common anſwer received to the objection, 

&« that the form of national and claſſical churches is not to be 

“found in ſcripture,” ſurely is, that it is abſurd to ſeek it 


there. Many a time hath this anſwer been received from thoſe 


who have declared © 7he diſcipline and government, as well as 
« the worſhip and doctrine, to be founded in the word of God 
« and agreeable thereunto, and who have promiſed to ert 
«ag __ as to maintain and defend the ſame.” Dr Carlyle 
has avowed his ſermon to be a diſquiſition into its conſtitution, 


« not as founded in the ſcriptures, but only in certain points as it 


is connected with ſociety, and as its external laws and regula- 
e tions which are of human invention have a tendency to form 


the temper, &c. of her members.” And what, reader, are 
theſe things of human invention? Its diſcipline, p. 8.; eſta- 
bliſhed ſtandards of faith, p. 10.; its democratical ſpirit, p. 17. 


(7. e. the parity of its miniſters); the ſubordination of indi- 


_ viduals and inferior courts to the ſuperior collective body, 


p. 26, &. What, then, which is divine, do we leave behind? 
(e) Rev. xi. 3. . 8 ; 
VJ) See the 89® queſtion, and the anſwer, Shorter Catechiſm, 


IS] 
blic ſet aſide ? Is not the doctrine of moſt preachers 
very oppoſite to them? And from all theſe circum- 
ſtances, are they not covered with darkneſs and diſ- 
racer. EWING 3 
Laſtly, Doth this power deſcribed by the prophet 
think to change times and laws,“ “ fitting in the 


in the outer part of the temple of God,“ yet exalted 


above him (g)? And what power among us, brethren, 


makes void the plain command to ſeparate from the 
world (even the profeſſing world) in religion ()? 


What doctrine at once enjoins the ſabbath of the firſt 
day of the week, and yet ſets aſide the plain and eſ- 


ſential parts of worſhip on that day, namely, the breat- 


ing of bread; as eſſential by divine command (if we 


take that from infallibly- directed conduct) as any or- 


dinance of the Lord's day (i)? Who are they who 


acknowledge, that Chriſt's rule in Matthew xviii. 15. 


the obſervance of which is ſo neceſſary to keep love 


alive, and to preſerve from defilement, is imprac- 


ticable in its full extent? Are they not the many 
murmuring members of the national church, who 


thus own their religious circumſtances inconſiſtent 


with regard to Jeſus ? Nor here alone, but to every 


ordinance enjoined on Chriſtians in their ſeparate 
. FFC 


(z) Dan. vii. 25. 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 

% See Acts ii. 40. xvii. 4. xix. 9. 1 Cor. v. whole, but e- 
ſpecially verſe 11. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
(.) If a reaſon for being often engaged in this duty is look- 


ed for in the ſcriptures, in the way of authority and command, 
how will the argument ſtand? Do we not find the /ame foun- 


dation, in this view, for communion, as for preaching, every 
Lord's day, nay, as for the religious obſervation of the day 


itſelf ? We ſee, for the one, inſpired practice, Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. 
xiv., 23, 25. and ſuch places; and for the other, that ſame Acts 
A. 7. 1 Cor. Xvi. 3 , Can we feel the force of @ 
{aw in the one caſe, and does it make ſo ſlender impreſſions up- 


on us in the other? 


See 4A Leier concerning Frequent C-mmunicating, by Mr Thomas Randall , 
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and united ſtate (and in this ſtate alone), may the 
ſame confeſſion and complaint be extended. A 
ſtate, therefore, diſabling us to obey the ſcriptures, 
antl occaſioned by the conſtitution or the circumſtan- 
ces of the national church, demonſtrates this church 
to aſſume and exerciſe a diſpenſing power with 
Chriſt's commands. 
| Here, then, do we come to the ſame concluſion, 
| beſide which-ever of theſe kingdoms we place the 
object of our inquiries; and were the reſemblance 
traced ſtill more particularly, it would appear till 
more exact. Enough has been ſaid to move every 
one who regards the ſcriptures to inquire for him 


ſelf; and the ſtricteſt inquiry will probably ifſue in 


dle fulleſt aſſurance. 


After all, then, which hath been ſaid, Is it © the 
« bitterneſs of zeal (C),“ in which © we bend the 
2 bow, and ſpare no arrows, againſt Babylon (J)?“ 
Is it the fruit of a ſchiſmatic diſpoſition, when 
vc avo our ſeparation from the great ſeducer with 
all her abominations ?------Is it the effe& of con- 
tempt, or of kindneſs, for the people of God, when 
we remind them of thoſe parts of his word which 
call them from this ungodly connection ?------Is 
there any thing which hath been ſaid, or can be ſaid, 
from the ſcriptures, to withdraw them from the 
world (with or without the form of godlineſs), which 
doth not meet with the inſtincts of all who are born 
of God? Which of them in Babylon, is not in 
captivity? And is not their worſhip, while there, di- 
rected towards the * holy temple” (n? i. e. both to- 
wards Jeſus, “ in whom dwelleth all fullneſs of the 
* Godhead bodily ;” and, with longing, towards the 
ſ-parated ſocieties of his ſaints, the temples and the 
dwelling- places of him the molt High, where he 
hath 
(A) der rin, Tam. ili. 14. | | (7) Jer. I. 14. 
( 1 Kings vill. 48. Dan. vi. 10. „ 
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hath recorded his name, and comes to bleſs them ? 

Here, then, is the call of God: COME OUT 
« OF HER, MY PEOPLE, THAT YE BE 
« NOT PARTAKERS OF HER SINS, AND 
« RECEIVE NOT OF HER PLAGUES (.)“ 
Unleſs this voice prevails in the conſcience, far be 
it that any other ſhould work upon the paſſions of 
the heart! No power, fave that which is divine, can 
deliver either from partial or from total captivity. 
He who changes his religious party under any other 
influence but this, only moves from one diviſion of 
antichriſt's kingdom to another ; nor can the church 
of God welcome him into their viſible connection 
to whom the ſcriptures have not taught the way. 
SGiuffer me, however, again to admoniſh all thoſe 
whole ſouls are at reſt by the work which Jeſus 
hath done, to compare the plain and evident marks, 
in the ſcriptures, of Chriſt's kingdom, with the vi- 
ſible undenied characters of this national church. 


Buffer me to remind them, how adverſe and in- 


conſiſtent their circumſtances there, are with the 
perfect obedience and enjoyment of Chriſt, eſpe- 
cially with the obvious duties and comforts of love 
to the brethren. It ſhall then (as it muſt) be left 
with their conſciences, in the ſight of God who is 
greater than theſe, on which fide they ſhould ap- 
pear,---or whether they ſhould obſerve the ſtill more 
inconſiſtent neutrality and indifference which have 
been dignified with the name of a catholic | amb 


(2) Rev, xviii. 4. 


